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which I acknowledg by good full Authority to be Lawfully miniſtred * Thi a_ 


—* 


The Dath of Allegiance. 


T 4B do truly and fincerely acknow!ed eſs, teſtify and declare in 
| tefore God and the VVorld, DES Lord! KING CHA 
of all other bis Majeſty's 


ard Countries., And that the Pope, neither of himſelf, nor by any Authority- 
'horlty to Depolothe KIN G, or to diſpoſe any of bis Majely's doms or 
tries 


_ 


j ſty's Dominions. Alſo I do ſwear from my Heart, That notwithe - 
_— any Declaration, or Senrence of Excommunication, or Depris? þ. F* 


£206, or pretcnded tobederived from him, or his See, again(t the 


any ſuch Sentence or Declaration, or otherwiſe ; and will do my diſclaſs 
and make known unto his Majeſty,hi> Heirs and Succeffors, all Treaſons, and Trairer- 
Conſpiracies, which ſhall know or hear of, to be agaiotthimor any of them. 
further ſwear, That I do from my Heart abhor, and abjure, as Impious and þ 
rical, way 6 pan wr rg That Princes which be Excommunic; 
Deprived by the Pope, ma or murthered by their Subj or any other w 
ſoever, Argh re by agen umguks br oe ror bo one ; 

Perſon whatſoever, hath Power to abſolve me of this Oath, or any part he 


nounce all Pardons ſpenſations to the contrary. And all theſe \ 
and fincerely acknowledg and ſwear, -according to theſe expreſs VVords by me {þ 
and according to the Plain and Common Sence and Underſtanding of the how , 
withour any quivocation,or I ns ER ——_— b | 
make this Recognition and Acknowledgment tily, willingly and tr " 
Faith of a Chriſtian. So help me God, ; a # 


The Dath of Suptemacy -you may ſee at large infily_ 
Book, page 2, po ] , - 
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Path of Sup2emacy, - 


AND 


I-N 
Eccleſiaſtical Afairs. 


With Queen Elizabeth's ApMoniTioN, declaring 
the Sence and Interpretation of it, confirmed by an 
A& of Parliament, in the 5th Year of her Reign. 


Together with a Vindication of Diſenters; proving, That their 
particular Congregations are not inconſiſtent with the King's 
Supremacy in Eccleſiaſtical Afairs. S 


þ With ſome Account of the Nature, Conſtitution, and Poygr -of the 
| ECCLESTASTIC AL COURTS, 


By P. NT E, a Congregational Divine, ſometime Miniſter in London. 


'] Ho theEpiſtletothe Reader is.inſerted King Famess Vindication and: 
Explication of the Oath. of Allegiance. 

LONDON: Printed for -Jonathar Robinſon in St. Paxt's, 

Church-Yard, and. Samwel Crowch in Cornhill, 1683, 
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Power -of the King 


— en 


'The Publiſher to the*Reader. 
 Þ HE reprinting of this judicious and learned Trea- 


tiſe of Mr. Nye's, is occaſtoned by the re-impoſing 

of the Oaths of far and OOED on 

the City of London at this JunGure for Eledion 
of Common-Conncel- Men ; ſome ſuppoſing that many Diſ- 
ſenters will refuſe the ſaid Oaths, or at leaſt that of the $u- 


Fremacy. but by what'is here ſaid it will appear, that the in ow 


Principles of Diſſenters are not inconſiſtent with the King's logue of Tor 
Supremacy in bp7 Lf ati Afﬀairs, and as a further Teſti- The mn 
mony hereof, as they have * _ ſo thay are again ready 4 not decline 


to take the ſaid Oaths, and profeſſedly aſſent alſo to all the the Oh of 


Articles of Religion, which concern only the Conf of bur do daily 
the true Chriſtian Faith, and the Do@rine of the Sacra _— 
ments, compriſed in a Book, entituled, Articles, &c: print- Supremacy i; 
ed. 1562, and ſo do humbly hope, living peaceably under his &*dded 
Majeſties Government , they ſhall obtain that [ndulgence lf, af Le 
which his Majeſty hath often graciouſly promiſed, and which © "gp 
they fortherly enjoyed, his Majeſty having told #s in his fays the fume 
Declaration for Indulgence, — It being evident by the 71474 Torts, 
fad Experience of twelve years, that there is little frutt © '*© 
of forcible courſes. And in his gracious Speech, Febr. 5. 
1672, aſſured-the Parliament that be had hitherto found 
the EffeR of the ſaid Indulgence, 

Fe Reverend Author bath ſaid nothing of the Oath. of 
Allegiance, ſwppoſirg #0 Proteſtant ſcruples that (wnleſs it 
be ſuch as ſcruple all manner of Swearing: ) but that all may 
underſtand the nature and deſign of both, I will here inſert 
the Words of King James, in his Apologie for the Oath of 
Allegiance, p. 46, & &. inlis Anſwer to Card. Bellarmin's 
_ Letters, Viz. 


As 


and the ſame - 


.To the Reader. 

As the Oath of Supremacy was deviſed for putting a Diffe- 
| xence between Papifts, and them of our Profeffion 3-fo was 
S this Oath [_ of Allegiance ] which Bellarmine would ſeem to 
- impugn, ordained tor making the Difference between the civi- 
ly obedent Papiſts, and the perverſe Diſciples 'of the Powder- 
Treaſon, In King Henry Eighth's time was the Oath of Su- 
premacy firſt made3 by him were Thomas/ Moor and Roffenſis put 
to death, ' partly for refuſing it. From his time till now, have 
all the Princes of this Land, profeſſing this Religion, ſucceſfive- 
ly in effe&, maintained the fame : and in that Oath only is con- 
tained the yes, ner Power to be hidge over all Perſons, 
p aswell Civil as fiaſtical 3 excluding all Foreign Powers and 
Potentates to be Judges within his Dominions : Whereas this 
laſt made Oath containeth no ſuch matter, only medling with 
; the Civil Obediente of Subjects to their Sovercign in meer Tem- 
Cauſes.” And that the Injuſtice as well as the Error of Bel- 
larmin's groſs miſtaking in this Point, may yet be more clearly 
diſcovered 3 I have alſo thought good to inſert here immediately 
after the Oath of Sapremacy, the contrary Concluſions to all the 
Points and Articles, whereof this other late Oath doth conſiſt ; 
whereby it may appear what unreaſonable and rebellious Points 
he would drive my Subjects unto, by refuſing the whole Body 
or that Oath, as it is conceived.” For he that ſhall refuſe to take 
this Oath, muſt of neceſſity hold all or ſome of theſe Propofi- 

tions following. | 


7, ThatI King James am not the lawful King of this King- 
dom, and of all other my Dominions. | 
2, That the Pope by his own Authority many. depoſe me :: 
. not by his own Authority, yet by ſome other Authority of 
the Church, or of the See of Rome. If not by ſome other Au- 
thority of the Church and See of Rome, yet by other means 
with others help he may depoſe me. 
F.. That the Pope may diſpoſe of my Kingdoms and Domi-. 
$. | 
2 4. That the Pope may give Authority.to ſome Foreign Prince- > 
to invade my Dominions. 
5- That the Pope may diſcharge my SubjeQs of their Obe- 
dience and Allegiance to me. . 


6. That: 


: To the Reader. 


6, That the Pope may give Licence to one or more of my 
SubjeRs.to bear Arms againſt-me. . 

7. That the Pope may give leave to my SubjeQs to offer Vi- 
olence to my Pexſon, or to my Government, .6r to ſome of my 
Subjects. | 

$8. That if the Pope ſhall by Sentence excommunicate or de- 
pole me, my Subjects are not to bear Faith and Allegiance to 
me, | | H—e— 

9. If the Pope ſhall by Sentence cxcommunicate or d 
me, my SubjeQs- are not bound to defend with all their power = 
my Perſon and Crown. 

10, If the Pope ſhall give out any Sentence of Excommuni- 
cation, or- Deprivation againſt me, my SubjeRs 'by reafon of 
that Sentence, are not bound to reveal all Conſpiracies and 
Treaſons againſt me, which ſhall come to their Hearing and 
Knowledg. 

11. That it is not heretical and deteſtable to hold that Prin- 
ces being excommunicated by the Pope, may be cither depoſed 
or killed by their SubjeRs, or any other, 

12. That the Pope hath Power to abſolve my Subjets from 
this Oath, or from ſome par thereof. 

13. That this Oath is not adminiſtred to my Subjects, by a 
full and lawful Authority. 

14. That this Oath is to be taken with Equivocation, men» 
tal Evaſivn, or ſecret Reſervation and not with the Heart 
and good Will fincerely, in the Faith of a Chriſtian Man. 

M.. jos the true and natural Branches of the Body of 
this Oat 
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What is ment by Things and Perſons Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical, in 
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Of the neceſſity and uſefulneſs of a Furiſdiftion over Perſons and (ih 
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| be | This Power is placed in Kings, and ſuch as are the ſupream Go- 
7 vernours in a Common-wealth, | 
EAT 


The Government of particular Churches hath Affinity with Families, 
. Cities, and he like leſſer Bodies, mire than with the Government of 
Empires aud Kingdoms, confirmed in ſix Inſt ances, 
A Digreſſion.': Of Independency Name and Thihg 3; its conſijtency 
with the King's Supreamacy. | 
© & WT 1}? 
Of the Juri/diftion over particular Churches, placed in Eccliſiſtcal 
Kt Perſons, as it is. 
i, 1, Exerciſed with ws in this Nation, 
Fs 2. As it is in other Reformed Churches, berein ; 

1 Of Appeals that. are properly ſuch in Eccleſiaſtical Matters, theſe ave 
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A Poſt-ſcript., giving, ſome account of the congregational way from ſuch 
Priutiples of it, as are laid down in this Ireatiſ . 
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LAWEFULNES 


Oath of Supremacy, &c. 


BT H E Supremacy of the Kings of England be- 
| RR ing cclipfed by the Biſhop of Rome, in both 
= parts of it, the State thought fit to enjoin a 

{ Proviſion of equal extenfion« In relation to 
= the Civil Rights of the Crown, is the Oath of 
Sy Allegiance; and againit the  Encroachments 

upon the Eccleſiaſtical, this of the Swpremacy, 

which being firſt enjoined, containeth in a manner both. This 
Oath hath given the Papilis ſuch a Blow, as they could not but 
firike again, and have poured out a Flood of Arguments and 
Abſurdities againſt ſubmitting to it, which hath been a long 
time ſcatttred, and tick in the Minds of divers of his Majeſty's 
Loyal Subjedts ; z who, tho otherwiſe well affeQed, yet by rea- 
ſon of ſome Doubts. 4nd Tenderneſs, are at a fiand to this 
day, and ror rv of this Oath: For whoſe fatis- 
faQion, and clcaring the Lawtulacſs of this Supremacy, is the 
enſuing D.ſcourle. / 


(2) 


CHAP. LT 


$. 11 TheOath it ſelf, as now —_— $. 2. The 

Occaſion of this Oath. &. 3. Various Forms of it, 

and Alterations aboyt it. $. 4. Interpretations given 

fa in our Laws, and 25ag ote, $.5. The 
ure of our Aſſent and Stipulation. 


The Oath of Supremacy. 


li A. B. do utterly teſtify and declare in my Conſct- 
ence, that the King's Highneſs is the only Su- 
peme Governo2 of this Realm, and of all other his 


- Highneſs's Dominions and Countries, as well in all. 


Spiritual oz Eccleſiaſtical Things 02 Cauſes, as Tem- 
po2al : And that no Fozeign Pzince, Perſon, P?eſate, 
State, 02 Potentate, hath, 92 ought to have any Ju- 
risdiction, Power, Superiozity, P2eeminence, o2 
Authozty Ecclefiaſtical o2 Spiritual,within this Realm. 
And therefoze J do utterty renounce and foxfake ail. 
Foxign Jurisdictions, Powers, Superioities, any 
Authozities, and do pzomiſe, that from hencefozth J 
ſhall bear Faith and true Allegiance to the King's. 
Dighneſs, his Heirs and lawful Succeſlo?s ; and to- 
my power ſhalt-asſiit and defend all Jurisdictions, JI2- 
vileges, Pzeminences, and Authouties, granted o2 
belonging to the King's Highneſs, his Heirs and Suc: 
ceſſo2s, as united and annercd to the Jmperial Crown 
of this Kealm, 


$, 2» 


(3) 


$. 2. For many Years there hath been a Coriteſt about Juriſ- 
diction and Supremacy in Ecclefiaftical Matters, between the 
Biſhop of Rome, and the Kings of England; who. hath got 
ground herein, according as our Princes were found more weak, 
necetfitous, or devoted to his Holineſs. Rome was not built in 
a Day. By Wiliam the Conqueror, Legates from the Pope, to 
hear and determine Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes, were admitted. Henry 
the Firſt, after much Conteſt, yields to the Pope the Patrona- . 
ges and Donations of Biſhopricks, and all other Eccleſiaſtical 
Benefices 3 it being decreed at Rome, that no Lay-Perſon ſhould 
giveany Ecclefialtical Charge. King Stephen grants, that Appeals 
be made to the Court of Rome. In Henry the Second's Days, 
the Pope gets the Clergy, and Spiritual, Perſons, exempted 
from Secular Powers. The Biſhop of Rome is now over all Ec- 
clefiaſtical Perſons and Cauſes, even in theſe Dominions, Su- 
preme Head. And having upon thematter made Conqueſt over 
more than halt the Kingdom, in the Times of King Fobn, and 
Henry the Third, ſets on for the whole, and obtains of King 
Fohn an abſolute Surrender of England and Ireland unto his Holi- 
neſs, which were granted back again by him to the King, to 
hold of the Church of Rome, in Fec-farm and Vaſſalage. Being 
now afolute and immediate Lord over all, he endeavours ro 
convert the Protits of both Kingdoms to his own Uſe 3 fo that 
Prince and People were hereby reduced to very great Poverty and 
Servitude, 
Such Ruine being brought upon both Kingdoms by this De- 

vice and Engine, ( the Claim and, Exerciſe of Ecclefiaſtical Ju- 
riſdiftion over Perſons and Cauſes by a Foreign Power ) the 
Nation yas awakened, both King, Lords, and Commons, yea, 
the Spiritual Lords themſelves, to join with more Vigor againft 
this Foreign Uſurpation. To this purpoſe ſevere Laws were 
made,in the Time of Edw. 1ft, 2d, 3d. Richard the 24, and Hen. 
the 4th. Notwithſtanding theſe Laws, ( and ſome tormerly, as 
the Conſtitutions of Clarendon by Hen. 2.) partly by Suffcrance, 
and partly by Negligence, the whole Nation being Catholick, 
and held under a devotional Slavery, there was no thorow or 
ſucceſsful Conteſt ag:inſt the&& Opprefſions. They remained 
unto, and were complained of in Henry the Eighth's Days 3 as 
of Appeals to Rome in Cauſes of Matrimony, Divorce, Tithes, &c. 

B 2 to 


| . 
(4) 
w the great Inquietation, Vexation and Trouble, Coſts and Charger ” 
of the King's Highneſs, and many of his Subje@s. ' 24 Hen. 8, 
cap. 12, In a further Complaint, Anno 25, cap. 21, it is de- 
clared, how that the Swbjedts of this Realm bave been greatly de- 
cay'd and impoveriſhed by intolerable ExaGtions of great Sums of 
Money, claimed, and taken-out of this Realm by the Biſhop of Rome, 
as well in Penſions, Cenſes, Peter- Pence, . Procurations, Provifions, 
Delegacies, Reſeripts in Cauſes of Contention and Appeals, as alfo 
for Diſpenſations, Licenſes, Faculties, &c. whoaflumed a Power 
to diſpenſe with- all humane Laws, Uſes, and” Cuſt.ms of all 
Realms, And many the like Complaints were made to King 
Henry, by his Parliament, at ſeveral times, as it appears in the 
Statutes of that Age: In which Statutes, as in that of the 
24thot Hen: 8. c. 12, & 25.c.21. 26. C. 1,3» Anno 28, c n, 
7, 10,16, and 35 c; 1. you have the whole Fabrick of Romiſh 
Uſurpation laid level, and all Ecclefiaſtical Power reduced with=- 
a in his Majcſiy's Dominions, and placed in the Arch Biſhop, and 
other Eccleſiaſtical Perſogs under him, by firm and ſevere Laws, 
This being done, the King is petitioned by his Lords 
an4 Commons, That for. further Corroboration of thoſe Atis, 
and utterly to exclude the long uſurped Power; . Authority, and Ju- 
riſdition of the "Biſhop. of Rome, \that an O AT H, containing 
the Subſt ance and Effeti of thoſe. Statutes, be limited and telidied to 
by Subjects, 

Thus. Parcel of Sacred Worſhip (an Oath) is indulged to 

. Mankind in Civil Aﬀairs. Such is the Falſeneſs, Unrighteouſe 
ncfs, and Uncertainty of Men, as that human Societies could 
ha:'dly ſubliſt without it, he Lord, to repair our Credit, hath 
formed Mens Heazts gencrally tog great and apparent Religion, 
and Keverence of this Ordinance. The Heathens thcmſclves 
termed it Sacramentum, asit the molt eminenc or only Thing 
Sacred, and religiouſly to be obſerved. It is fo effetual a Means 
tocliablith a Reformation, as Men will be. kept firm by. Oaths, 
biv. Bi: (ſaith one ) tho there were neither Laws nor Magiſtrates. We are 
expolcd to more Variety and Changes trom Unſteadineſ7 in the 
Mind, than tremany thing that is without ws, Fix the Conſci- 
ence, and /you {1zthe Man, whatever Evil he is thereby expoſed 
to. There is nothing generally morc «ffeQtual to tix the Cor- 
ſcience than zn Oath : If T have ſworn, and invocated the Name 
of God ig an Engagement, it willtc aa Endof all Strife, and 
diſpute. 


(3) 


" ' diſpute with my ſelf,as well as with others, Heb.6.16, Our Coun- 


ſels and Reſolutions are in common apprehenſion becomeimmu- 


table,when confirmed by an Oath, ver.17. Whoſoever ({aith Moſes ) Numb. 30. 33 


ſweareth an Oath, and bindeth -bis Soul by a Bond. It is the Bond 
of the Soul. we have given Security tor our Faithfulneſs -from 
Heaven. For removing the Romith Yoke, which lay ſo heavy 
upon Prince and People, Means hath been uſed again and again, 
almoſt in each King's Reign, for near Four Hundred Years. bat 
to no great effect, Goſpel-Light dawning about us, and the 
binding of our Souls by an Oath, hath been the fixing of this 
great Work, and the belt Fence againit Popery that ever was ſet 
up. I have ſpoken the more fully of the Occaſion, and this Means 
( our Oath ), that we may not judg the taking of it to be a tz» 
king the Name of God in vain 3 tor as long as this Nation is in dan- 
gcr of Popilh Tyranny: in Ecclefiaftical Matters, fo long is this- 
Oath of abſolute ule and advantage, as the belt Security between 
Man and- Man-tor Union againſt it. 


S. 3. A Parliament being called in 22 Hen. 8. the King was 
recognized by the Clergy of that: Convocation, Swpreme Head of 
the Church, the ExPrethion or Form hercot debated, areed upon, 
and ſubſcribed by each Perſon there, was this : Cxjas ( Eccleſie: 
Anglicane) ſingularem Proteftorem, unicum & ſupremum Dominem, 
& ( quantum per Chriſti leges lizet) ſupremum Caput, ipſius Majz= 
ſtatem recognoſcimus, This Titl: was afterwards contirmed by 
divers Acts of Parliament, and two Oiths formed to this pur 
poſe in one Parliament, viz. 28 Hen.8, the one more brief, ha- 
ving with it the Succeſſhon of the Crown, in cap. 7. the other 
more full and large, and to this- purpoſe only, cap, 10. Some 
\Years after, viz.in An. 35 Hen. $. a Revive ot both theſe Oaths 
was mad- by the Parliament, and with ſome Alterations reduced 
i3to one :* The Reaſons there are given why this was done 3: 
and it was reſolved, Thoſe Oaths ſhall not therefore be adminiſtred, 
and this Oath to ſtand 'in force and place of the two.Oaths, Which. 
Oath began thus : + | 


J A.B. having now the Uail of Darkneſs of the 
uſurped JIower. of the See and Biſhops of Rome 
clearly taken away fcom. mine Eyes, da utterly 
teſtify, 8c. | Ss 

11S 


> 


"Edwarg the Sixth's time. 


/ In his Letter 


(6) 
- This Oath remained the Game the reft of his Reign, and al 
Queen Elizabeth, in the tut Year of 
her Reign, made theſe Alterations : 1. That Expretſion of S#- 


preme Head, &c, went hardly down by ſome, as taking too much 


from the Pope 3 and as giving too much to any Secular Prince, 
by others. The Henry the $i, by his Letter written to the 
Clergy of Tork: Province, well defends it 3 yet Queen Elizabeth 
by her Parliament changed that Expreſſion, The Oath was olte- 
red ( to uſe Secretary Walfingham's Words ) into a more gratefid 
Form, the hardneſs of the Name, and the Appellation of -Supreme 
Head being removed, 2. This Oath by that 35 of Hen. 8. might 
be tendered to any Subjet at the King's pleaſure, cap. 1, By 
the Statute 1 Elisz, $. the urging of it was limited to certain 
Perſpns, mployed in Publick Trutt. 3. The Penalty for refuling 
it, at firli was noleſs than High-Treaton : By the Statute 1 Eliz. 
the Puniſhment for Refuſal is only a Diſenablement to take any 
Promotion, or exerciſe any Publick Charge, yet with this Pro- 
viſe, if afterwards during Life there were a ſubmirting to take 
this Oath, the Perſon might be reſtored to his Othce or Charge. 
But by the Parliament in 5 Eliz. the Puniſhment ( whi.has yet 
ſtands ) is greater :, The fir/i Refuſal of the Oath brings the Per- 


' ſou within a Premunirez and if tendred a ſecond time, after the 


ſpace of three Months, and again refuled by the ſame Perſon, it 
is High-Treaſon. - This Severity in the Puniſhment, isrecom- 
penſed with a more gentle and indulgent Interpretation of the 
Oath, as will appear in the following Sedon, 

As we are not to {wear raſhly, ſo our Laws dg not give Oaths 
raſhly, but with great care and tenderne(s, weighing and conti- 
dering, both the Mattex;Perſons, Perialties, and the Seaſon or 
Occaſion,» being not willing their Laws, or Puniſhments for 
breaking of them, be a Snare, or at any time more grievous to 
the Subjec than the Neceſſity of State requires. | 


$. 4+ Thetrue Scope and Sence of this Oath may be gathered 
from the Laws and Statutes fince cltabliſhed, and ſome Light 
alſo from other Writers of Note. | 

Queen Eliz. within a little time aſter this Oath was reduced 
to the Form wherein now it ſtands, in an Admonition apnexed 


tothe Injundtions, declareth the Sence and Interpretation of it, 
as followeth. 


THE 


m 


(7) 
He Queen's Mijeſty being informed, that in certain The Admoni.- 
"Places of this Realm, ſundry of her Native Sub- A 
jefs being called to Eccleſiaſtical Miniftry in the Church, rs 
be, by ſiniſter Perſuaſion, and perverſe Conſftruttion, in- 
duced to find ſome ſcruple in the Form of an Oath, which 
by an Act of the laſt "Parliament is preſcribed to be requi- 
red of divers "Perſons, for the Recognition of their, Alle- 
giance lo ber Majeſty, which certainly neither was cver 
meant, ve by any equity of Words, or good Sence, car 
be thereof gathered ;, would that all her Loving Subje@s 
ſhould underſtand, that nothing was, is, or ſhall be- nreant 
or intended by the ſame Oath, to have any other Duty, Al- 
legiance, or Bond required by the ſame Oath, than was ac- . 
hnowledged to be due to the moſt noble Kings of famous me- 
mory, King Henry the Eighth, her Majeſty's Father, or 
King Edward the Sixth, her Mijeſty's Brother. 

And further, her Moe forbiddeth all manner her 
Subjets to give ear or credit to ſuch perverſe and malicious 
Per ſons, which moſt ſtrriſterly and-malicionſly labour to noti- 
fy to her Loving Subjes, how by the Words of the ſaid 
Oath it may be colleFed, the Kings or Queens of this 
'Realnr, *Poſſeſſors of the Crown, may challenge Authori- 
ty and Power of Miniſtry of DivineOffices in the Church ;, 
wherein her ſaid SubjeFs be much abuſed by ſach evil dif- 

poſed Perſons : For certainly ber Majeſty neither doth, 
ne ever will challenge any other Authority, than that was 
challenged, and lately uſed by the ſaid noble Kings of fa- 
mous memory, King Henry the Eighth, and King Ed- 
ward the Sixth, which is, and was of ancient time due 
to the Imperial Crown of this Realm : That is, under 

. God, to have the Sovereignt 'y and Rule over all manner of 
Perſons born within theſe her Realms, Dominions, and 
Conntries, f what Eſtate, either Eccleſiaſtical or Tempo- 
ral ſoever they be, ſo as no other Foreign Power ſhall, or 
oneht. 
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ought to have any Superiority over them. And if any 
Perſon, that hath conceived any other Sence of the Form of 
the ſaid Oath, ſhall accept the ſame Oath with this Inter- 
pretaticn,. Sence, or Meaning, ker Majeſty is well pleaſed 
10 accept every ſuch in that behalf, as her good and obedient 
Subjetts, and ſhall acquit thews of all manner Penalties con- 
tained in the ſaid AG, againſt ſuch as ſhall peremptorily 
or obſtinately refuſe to take the ſame Oath, 


In the 6fth Year of her Reign, there is by A of Parliament, 
a Confirmation of this Sence, by way of Proviſo, in theſe 
Words : 


The 2-1/4 Povided alſo, That the Oath expreſſed in the ſaid 


"4. Ax, made in the ſaid firſt Year, ſhall be taken and ex- 
<-p.4- * Pounded in ſuch Fon as is ſet fozth in an Admonition 
annered to th? Queen's Yajeſtys Jnjuncions, pub- 
liſhed in the firſt Year of her Wajeſttes Reign : That 
its to ſay, to conf:\s and acknowledg in her Majeſty, 
her Deirs and Succeſſo2s, none other Authozity than 
that was challenged, and lately uſed by the Noble King 
Henry the Eighth, and King Edward the Sirth, as 
in the ſaid Admonition moze plainly may appear, 


There may be a Doubt made about this ' Interpretation, as 
whether it be not inconſiſtent with the Words of the Oath, it 
ſeems tobe rather a material Change of them, than an Inter- 
pretation. In the Oath it is, A!l Spiritual or Eccleſiiſtical 
Things or Cauſes 3 io the Interpretation it is, All manner of Perſons, 
of what Eſtate, either Eccl(ſiaſtical or Temporal, ſoever they be, 
The Oath ſcems to ſpezk of one thing, and the Interpretation 

Aa _— of another the one of Cauſcs,. and the other of Perſons. 
pe '; im per-., Anſw. There is no oppoſition or Inconliltency between theſe 
{many ſecun- two, Perſons and Cauſes, The principal Object of a Law is a 
dwrio 79 Perſon, and @ Perſon with reſpect to his Actions, a Perſ'n mo+ 
4145. SITE rally conlidered 3 for a Perſon phy fical, thatis, in his Being on- 


Py” LEY. [:6b, I 


cap, 8, | ty, and Nature as Man, without moving, or acting any thing 


good 


"i 


tas 


(9). 
jrtareni is not the Obje& of -a Law : nor AGions of any 

or (ort-whatſoever, as Aﬀtions, and in'that-general Con 
fidetation, do come under a Law, but! 45 they reſpeQ Perſons; 
and are ſome way or other the 'Adtions' of reaſonable Creatures : 


Tho aLaw be made to puniſh the Ox which goreth a Man that be x04. x1. 2g: 


dieth, . yet it is with reſpe& to Map, to let him know how mach 


God is provoked by ſhedding Man's Blood, as Gen.g.5. Deth God 1 Cor.g.9,10, 


tare for Oxen > Doth God in his Law reſpe& the Beaſt for it 
ſelf? is it not that Man may be inſtructed and reftained ? Verſe 
10. He ſaith it altogether for our ſakgs. Thementioning of Ec- 
clefialtical Cauſes therefore doth imply Perſons, and Perſons of 
the ſame Denomination, to whom ſuch Actions are peculiar, that 
is, -E-<clefiaſtical Perſons. 

, .2- And that: this latter is an Interpretation of the former, 
» will thus appear: The Oath, in giving a Supremacy in all Spi- 
*Yitual or Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes, my ſeem to imply Spiritual 

Things to be the immediate and proper Obje of the Magi- 
ſtrates Power, and ſpixitual Perſons, only for this; becauſethey 
had todo in ſpiritual Matters 3 and to infer thence, that the 
Chriſtian Magiſtrate hath Power in ſpiritual Adminiſtrations, as 
the Word and Sacraments, after the ſame manner as hath the 
Miniſtersof Chriſt, who have Power in theſe Things, as the 
principal and immediate ObjeQ of their FunRion ; Which 
this Form af Expreſſion in the Admonition doth clearly take 
away, 1. In aſſerting, that by the Words of the ſaid Oath, Kings 
or Queens of this Realm may not challenge Authority and Power of 
Miniſtry of Divine Offices in the Church, - 2. The mentioning Ec- 
cleſialtical Perſons, and not Spiritual or Ecclefiaftical Caulcs at 
all, implieth, that the Perſons of Biſhops,. Presbyters, and ſuch 
like, are primarily and immediately the ObjeR of this Supreme 
Power, and the Laws made by it, upon another Conſideration 
than as Biſhops, &c. -namely, as being born within theſe ber Ma- 
jelty's Realms and Dominions, and ſuch Perſons, of what Eftate, 
either Eccleſiaſtical or Tempayal, ſever they be, She hath the Sove- 
reignty and Rule. over them. 

Spiritual and Eccleſiaſtical Things are mentioned in the Oath 
upon 2 twofold Account: 1, Becauſe the Civil Magittrate's 
Power and Juriſdiction really extends it (elf to the Duties of 
both Tables, and hath to do with Matters and Caufes, as well 
as Perſons, that are ſpiritual, ( as hereafter we (hall ſhew ) 
bi" We bur, 


(a9 ) 


but, 2, Prigcipally, that 3 Calling age) mplornrns nap 
Aeirs, ( whajſaever hath bee fon ly judged and praQtiſed 
dorh. no more exempt 2 Mong hisARings, ( that is «Subs 
je& to the Queen upon atiy gther account ) from her Secular 
Power, than duth a Rp _ or. Employment in any. 
worldly Aﬀairs.. , | 


 . There islomething of Explication further, in the Articles 
of Religion, concluded in the Year _ The 37th Article. 
is this : 


The 37th Ar- The ueen's Maje 'y bath the chie Power in ber 
in Church Realm * England, lr other her mw unto: 
of England. whom the chie Government of - all Eſtates 4 this Realm, h 
whether they Beelefeficalo or Civil, in al Canſes doth 

appertain, and is not, tor ought to be ſubje& to any F oreigy 


idion..: + .. 
7/766 we attribute to the Qveen's Majeſty the chief Go+ 
arent, ' by which Titles we underſtand the Minds of 
4 ſome Panderow Folks to be o we give not to our 
| Prince the miniitring either of God's ord, or of the 
Satramenti>' The which thing the Injun@ions aſs, ; Hers 
ſet forth by Elizabeth our Pucen, do moi? plai  tetif : 
Bit that only Prerogative, which we ſee to have ds given 
always to all Godly Princes in Holy Scriptures, by God. 
kimPelf 5” that-is, that they ſhould.rule, all Eftates and De- 
grees committed 16 their Charge by God, whether they be 
Eccleſiaitical or Temporal, and reſtrain with the of | 
Sword the Stubborn, and Evil-doers. 
The Biſhop of Rome bath no JurijdiGion in this Realm 
of England. 


* It is mentioned in the Admonitior7 that the Queen's Eccleſi- 
aſtical Power is the ſame that wascballenged and nſid by Henry 
the Eighth, &c. Which is fuppoſed by ſome, to be the fame 
that'was'In the Pope, the Perſon only, and not the Fower-chan- 
ged'; fothat our Princes ate but Secular Popes. This ObjeQion * 

was 


o © 
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; (1), 
was firengehned by the Subtikty of 'Gardiawy abroad; and 'at 
home, By's Sermon'preached at Pas['s-Crofs, in the Year 1588, 
by Dr. Bancroft, who calls Queen Elizabeth @ petty Pope, and 
tells us, her Ecclefiaftical Authority is the ſame which the Pope 
had formerly. This 37th Article removes:the Seruple ſuffici- 
ently: 1. In aſſerting the Authority given to: hee: Majefty to 
be no other but what we ſee to bave been groen | 
in bly Scriptures, &c. And for what Power Henry the Eighth 
challenged, it was no new Juriſdiction wrelted from the Pope, 
but a Power or Prerogative juſtly and rightfully belonging to 
him, | claimed and exerciſed by his Predetefiors ſome handbeds 
of Years before his Time, Ke ai ie annexed to the Crown, 


2. In the fatter pare of the Apticte it is alſo evident : For tho' 


A Power in (piritual Cauſes be given to a Secular Prince, yet tt 
is not a ſpiritual Power, and fuch a Juriſdiction as! the Pope 
claims, but ſuch a Power -only, and -in! ſuch a wey as is pur 
forth and exerciſed in ordinary Civil &ffrirs pd the' ime; on 
reſpe4 both to Ecckſiafticel and Temporal Perſons, ' namely; /2 
reftraining with the Civil Sword the Stabborn and Evil-doert, So 
to reſtrain or coerce, is an Authority or ition peculiat to 
Civil Magiſtrates, and by Chriſt Himſelf denied co thehigheſt 
Eecheſtaftical Powery, Te haven ( faith ChrittY ther Princes" of the 
Gentiles exerciſe Dominion ovir-thew , and thiy tbet ave great, exer- 
ciſe Anthority wpon them : b:# it ſhall not be ſo among you, you 
Apofiles 3 and threatgns the Uſe of the Sword in ſuch Perſons, 
Mat. 26. 52. | | 
King Famer ſpeaking of the Oath of Supremacy3' - *In chat 
*Oath ( faith he } is contained only the King's abſolute Power 
© over all Perſons, as well Civil as Ecclchiaftical;* exeluding- all 
© Foreign Powers and Potentates to be Judges within his Do- 
* minions. In his Apol. pag. 76. And more fully afterwards, 
pag. 164. © Ifimplics ( faith. he ) a Power t6 commend Obe-! 
© dience to be given tothe Word of God, by tefobming Religion 
* according to his preſcribed Will,” by affilting the fpirttusl 
© Power by his temporal Sword, by Reformation of Corruption, 
© by procuring due Obedience ta' the Church, by judging avd 
cutting off all frivolous Queſtions and Schiſmns, as Conftantine 
«did; and finally, by making a Decormm to be obſerved in all 


© indifferent Things, for that purpoſe, which is the only Latent 
© of our Oath of Supremicy. | 


C 2& My 
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Cap. L- 


Mat. 20,25,26. 
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- -. ....-., 1:My Lard-Golg, out of 17 Zin and 44: the "Words of the 
'_ Statute: gies this lacetpretations | -* There nis-(ſaith;he 3 mo#, 

. © Juriſdiction. by #his 'A& affixed to the Crown, but was' of 

: © Right, or ought to:be! by the ancient, Laws 'of this: Real, 


« parcel of; his” JutiſdiRjon, and; which lawfully had;been, or. 
« might be cxertifed within the Realm. - The. End of which Ju» 
cf -and of allthe Proccedings thereupon, -is, that -all 
©Things might be in- Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical -to the pleaſure of. 
* Almighty God,Increaſe of Vertue, and the Conſervation of 
© the Peace and Unity of the Realm, as by divers places of the 
© AR appears. And therefore by that AQ, no pretended Juriſ- 


_ © dicion exerciſed within this Realmy! being ungodly, or re-- 


© pugnant to the ancient Law of the Crown, was, or could be 

© xeftored to the Crown, according to the ancient Right and 
© Law of the ſame. Coke, de Jure Eccleſiaſtico, fol. 8. 

\Biſhop BilſS, a great-Scarcher into the Doctrine of the Sy-. 

macy' of Kings, gives'this as the Sence of the Oath. * The 


Pxcmacy 
tt Oath ( faith he ) exprefiech not Kings Duty to God, but 


© ours to them: As they muſt be obeyed, when they join with 
* Truth 3. ſo muſt they be endured, when they fall into Error. 
© Which Side ſoever they take, either Obedience to their Wills, 
< or Submiſſion to their Swords, is their due by God's Law, ahd 
© that is all which our Oath cxaQeth. And in a few Lines fol. 
lowing, he interprets what is meant by Supremacy. © We do. 
© not ( ſaith he ) give Princes Power to do what they liſt, in the 
© Matters appertaining to God, / and his Service. Indeed we 
* ſay, the Pape may not depoſe them, nor pull che Crown off 
their Heads. In this only Sence we defend them to be Su- 
<preme, . that is, not at liberty to do what they lift, without 
©*regard of Truth or Right, but without Superior on Earth, 
Dr. Moron againſi the Pope's Supremacy, out of an Epiſtle 
of Leo to the Emperor, ſpeaking thus: Tow mwſt not be igno- 
nant, that your Princely Power is given unto you, not only in world! 
K egiment, but alſo ſpiritual. for the Preſervation of the Church, 
* As if he had ſaid, pot only in Caſes Temporal, but alſo in 
* Spiritual, ſo faras it belongeth to the outward Preſervation, 
«not to.the perſonal Adminiſtration of thera, And this is the 
©Subſiance of our Engliſh Oath : and further, neither do our 
*Kings of England challenge, nor Subjes. condeſcend unto. 
$ag. 26. | 
Mr.. 
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being offended, verum (i intelexiſſet ni 


© Eccleſiaſtical Things, that nothing} elſe had been claimed, but 
* an excluſion of Popiſh Tyranny, and a lawful Power in the 
© King over his Subjects which ſtands not in coyning new 
* Articles of Faith or Forms of Religion, ſuch as were Ferobo- 
* am's Calver ; but in defending and propagating that Faith 
© and Religion of which God in the Scripture is the undoubted 
© Author. In this ſence and n9 other that ever we have heard 
* of, is the Ticle of Supream Governour given to, and accepted 
© by the King» « ; 


S$. 5. This Oath hath matters contained in it, ( as you may 
perceive) that are not of one nature and kind 3 the Aﬀent and 
Stipulation required of us, in reſpe to the ſeveral parts of it, 
is likewiſe various and different : As our Creed according to 
the different nature of the Articles, is belicved by the. different 
Acts of Faith. To what is contained in the former part of the 
Oath in theſe Wordsz 4 do utterlp teſtify and. declare in mp 
Conſcience, that the King's Pigbneſs is the only Supream 
Gobernour of this Kealm, 8c. Herein is required a true, re- 
al and cordial Aſent to, and Profeſſion of what is mentioned 3 
as alſo to give this Teſtimony with ſuch Sincerity of Heart as 
in the Preſence of God., To, {wear poſitively to any dogma- 
tical Aﬀertion, is not required it would be taking the Name 
of God in vain: for.if it be a. certain and-undoubted Truth in 
it felf and to others 3 as are Prigciples in Reaſon and Articles of 
Faith 3 an Oath is vain, for it ends no Strife, 2. If doubtful, 
and a queſtion whether true or not, though ſuch an Oath puts 
it out of queſtion that I believe ſo; yet not that it is a Truth. 
My Belief though ever ſo much evidenced and confirmed, doth 
not make a doubtful matter. it ſelf more credible 3 nor is one 
Man's believing an Aſſertion any juſt ground for another Man. 
to believe the ſame 3 ſuch an Oath is therefore in vain, it's not. 
a fit medium to end ſuch a Controverſy. 2, It is further ſaid; F 
doutterly renounce and forſake all Fozreign Jurisdicions, &c.. 
This requires not only the Sincerity of my Perſwaſfion and: 
Profeflioa againſt the Title and Claim of all foraign Powers 3 


but. 


_ Mr. Maſon. in his Vindicie Reoifie Angli (peaking of Caluit's!755. 3. c 5. 
4 alind. fibi voluiſſe bunc? 

Tutulum, &c. * Calvin would never have difallowed this Oath, » 

© if he had underſtood by the . Title. of ſupream  Governour- in 
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but upon Oath to forſake,"that is to' vifare ( we abjure when 
weſwear to quit and 'forſake. ) To forſake 'a Power or Jurif- 
diction, is to refuſe; and notto receive, ſubmit, or yield Obedi- 
ence to any Commands given by it, or make any Appeals or 
Complaints to it- - 3. That which followeth, and wherein the 
main of this Engagement lieth, is io theſe Words, J do pzomiſe 
that fiom henceforth I ſhall bear Fairh, &c. and to n.p Pgwer 
ſhall aſſt all Turildictſons, &c. Herein is required a Promiſſe- 
ry Oath, ſwearing Allegiance to the King, ( as a Loyal Sub- 


"je )) to ſubmit to his Laws, as alſo if there be occafion.3 to 


my Power to 2fliſt and defend him, and all JuriſdiQions and 
Priviledges belonging to him. Though my Perſwafion be ever, 
ſo right, my Reſolution ever fo ſincere, at the taking of this 
Oath; that's not allisrequired. In an Afſertory Oath, if there 
be Truth and a right Frame of Heart in time I ſwear,,and 
give my Teſtimony, it ſufficeth : Bur a Promiſſory Oath is not 
diſcharged by this, that I fincerely intend what I fay and pro- 
mile, for 1 engage to Action, and for the time to come3 I malt 
not only promiſe, but ( if it be lawful and poſſible ) 1 muſt 
at and do accordingly, Numb.30.2. If a Man ſwear an Oath to 
bind bis Soul with a Bond, be fhall do according to all that proteed- 
eth out of bis Munth. | 


I + % #4 
What is meant by *Perſons and things Spiritual or Eccle- 


fraftical 5, in the proper, as alſo in the vulgar uſe of 
theſe Terms. 


FT this Expreſſion Spirituel, be interpreted by the Contradi- 
KL flint Mcmber, Temporal, it ſeems to dire& us, to under- 
fiand ſuch matters as concern Eternity, for that is the true Op- 
polite to what is _ 2 Cor. 4.18, The things that are ſeen are 
.#hmporal, and the things that are not ſeen, are eternal : now in 
ſiritneſs of Speech carnal, not temporal, is the bppoſite Member 
#0 ſpiritual ; 1 could not ſpeak wnto you as (ſpiritual Men, but as to 
carnal 3 1 Cor, 3.1. and 1 Cor, 9. 1f we have ſown unto you \pi- 
ritual 


fo 
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ritual things, ts it @ great matter if we read your carnal thi + f 
But this is too parrow and- ſtrict a Senſe. There an 
welgarlyterped Spiritnal or Eccleſiaſtical, being fuch in Name 
and Title only, having nothing of a ſpiritual Nature in them. 
Such a DiſtinQion of ſpirjtual things you have in a Letter writ» 
ten by Henry the 8th to his Clergy, of the Province of Tork, in 
the Year 1533, who were offended at his Title of being | Sw- 
pream Head of the Church : © Men ( faith he ), being here then- 
© ſelves earthly and temporal, cannot be Head and Governour 
© to things eternal, nor yet ſpiritual 3 raking this word Spigitual 
© not as in the comm.on Speech abuſed, but as it fignifics indeed, 
By ſpiritual things as abuſed in common Speech, he means 
what is given to all ſuch Perſons and Cauſes as belong to the 
Spiritual Court,.and are termed by.Civilizng, cauſ2 vel res conten- 


tioſe vel juediciales, matters of conteſt, inter-partes, attorem & re-- 


ww, and come to be determined by Sentence of the Judg in 
thoſe Courts. By thoſe things that are indeed ſpiritual, is meant 
res extra judicialer, or non contentzoſe>. that is, ſuch things as 
are determined not in a Judicial, or Conrt-way of: Tryal, by 
Witneſſes, Oaths, Interpleadings, Sentences, and the like z/ buc 
in a more deliberate and ſynodical' way, having the Word of 
God for Witneſs and Judg3 both in-reſpe& of . what we do, 
and what we may do in things of this Nature. Canſes Eagle- 
fraſtical ( faith Dre Field ) are of two ſorts 3 for ſome are originally 
and naturally ſuch, and ſome only in that they are referred to the 
Cognizance of Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, as the probat of the Teſt aments, 
Matrimony, &c. Thoſe Spiricual Courts being continued 3 and 
the ſame Carſes tried in them as b:tore, whgn this Juriſdiction 


© was uſurped 3 the matters that were then, are (till yulgarly re- 


puted Spiritual. 


Field of 42 
Church p. 680. 


Emperors receiving the Chriſtian Faith, honoured the learned | 


and godly Biſhops antiently with ſome Juriſdiction, in the caſes 


of Tythes, Matrimony, Wills and the like 3 which are termed 


Ecclefiattical or Spiritual z not from. their own Nature, but 
from the Rzality of the Perſons who were. made Judges of 
them. They being Piritual Men; the Cauſes come to b: called 
ſpiritual Cauſes Catter their Namesand Quality) that were ſec 


over them. , Theſe Cauſes growing and increaling in after-- 


times, according as ſpiritual Perlons were able by the Popes 


alliance, to rifle from. Princes > the managing ot. them re- 
Quire 
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(1s) 
\ que more hands, than thoſe.to whom firſt committed, nath 
and ſuch as were in holy Orders, they therefore took 
in fot Adtiſtants,-a great number of others, 2s 4rebdeacons, Chane 
tellors, Comm(ſiaries, Officials, &c. and theſe are denominated 
Spiritual from thoſe Cauſes, and their affiftance of - Biſhops in the 
: mavaging of them : and their Courts, Spiritual Courts, , 
v . There are Perſons that are truly ſpiritual, The ſpiritual Man 
5 \ | faith Paxl) judgeth all things, x Cor. 2. 14. and Gal. 6. 1. Te 
that are ſpiritual, &c. That is, fuch as have Grace and Holjneſs. 
He. alſo that hath ſpiritual Gifts, and in a Goſpel-Office or 
Calling, is a ſpiritual Perſon, 1 Cor. 14. 37. 4 Man of God,2 Tim. 
| 1 Pet. 2.5- 3,17, And there are Matters or Cauſes that are truly ſpiritual 3 
Wh 'as the Law is | covarl Rom. 7. The Goſpel and preaching of if, 
is a ſowing of ſpiritual things; 1 Cor. 5. the Worſhip and Ser- 
2 Cor. 12.4nd yice of God, and all Gifts and Ordinances of Chriſt, arc ſpiri- 
ITY tual. Yea whatſoever things natural, or moral, that are 
- helps to the Perſons worſhipping 3 and by which the Wor+ 
"fl : ſbip it ſelf becomes more orderly and to Edification,” and in the 
7 15 detet whereof the Name of God is takyn in vain, and Ordinances 
AE | | of Chriſt become leſs acceptable and effe&ual : theſe Things 
a | | and Circumſtances, in ſome fence may be termed 'Spiritual or 
| | Eccleſiaftical, Perfons and Cauſes of each fort, whether wel- 
ganly or properly, termed Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical, are ſome 
way or other under the Magiltrates Government, 

The former of theſe, thoſe (piritual Perſons and Courts, 
and Cauſes appertaining to them in the firſt framing of this 
-Oath, were principally ( if not only ) intended and aimed af, 
| | as appearcth in the Statutes before mentioned. And indeed 

| the greateſt Contention between the Pope and our Princes in 
ll time hath been about Eccleſiaſtical Matters of that nature 3 


Hurour and Wealth of this Nation, For, thoſe matters more 
| truly ſpiritual, and nearly relating to God and his Service (the 
| | Ignorance of the times was ſuch ) his Impolitions, both in Do- 
| F Etrine and Worſhip ( though very ſinful, unſound, and ſuper- 
We. \ fiitious ) were generally received by Prince and People in this 
F. | Nation, without refifling or complaining. 

There can be no queſtion but theſe matters being indeed 
: ; temporal, properly belong to the Secular Powers. For, for 
3 the ſpace of three hundred Years, this Difiinion was not 


known 
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World; the Cauſes of Teftamentr, Matrimony, &c. termed Ec- 


the Civil Laws of the Magiltrate. _ 
And for Perſons and Cauſes Spiritual or Ecclefiaftical, that 
are properly and indeed ſuch, as tirſt-Table-Duties, which con- 


tain matters of Faith and Holineſs, and what conduceth to the 


eternal Wellfare of Mens Souls 3 an Interett and Duty there is in 
the Civil Magiſtrate more ſo, to give Commands, and exerciſe 
lawful Juriſdiction about things of that nature. And for 
Perſons, there is no Man for his Graces ſo ſpiritual, or in reſpe& 
of his Gifts and Office ſo eminent 3 but he is under the Govern- 
ment of the Civil Powers in the Place where he lives, as much 
in all reſpeRs as any other Subjec. 


\,CHAP. IÞt. 


Of Power, its riſe and original. 2. Two ſorts of Power 
in Eccleſiaſtical or Spiritual Things. 3. Their Agree- 
ment, and, 4. Difference of the one from the other. 


S. 1. Here is a diffcrence between Potentia and Poteſtas Po- 

i þ tentia, Suv& us, Strength, Force, Robuſtneſs. Such a 
Power is found not only in Men, particular Perſons, as Sampſon, 
Goliab, &c. but in other inferior Creatures. Poteſtas tfgolg, 
Furiſdiftion, Authority, this is peculiar to rational, Creatures, 
and as they are a Commonalty and in Society oneEvith ano- 
ther. Though Force and Strength as in ſingular Perſons be 
ſufficient for publick Aions, yet without Aathority, we at 
not lawfully; and having Authority, if we have not Power 
and Strength ſufficient, we cannot a& effeQually, therefore 
joyned together in a King. Dan. 2. 37. 

All Men by Nature are equal; yet, in the firſt forming of 
Man, a Capacity is found in him, with ſome remote Diſpoſi- 
tion to rule and obey; as, 1. A Sociableneſs, let us make Man 
in our Image; Us and Owr,a Trinity in One his Creator : Hence 
in cach Man's Conſtitution, a Propenſion and natural bent to 
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$riown, ( faith Sit Fobn Davis ) or heard of in the Chriftian , 5, )- D-#* 
clefiaſtical-or Spiritual were meerly Civil, and determined by Premunire. 


ſob 40. 18. 


bs 


Rog 


- 


CY a »& _ 


Ephecl. 6. 4. 


z 


| (18) 

Union, This God himſclf obſ. rves, Tt is not 1go:d for Man. tobe 
alone ; the Woman. is created,not only for a Companion, bur. that 
Men and Women might increaſe and be multiplied. 2+ Mul- 
titudes of Men if not- reduced into Subordination and Order, 
having loſt 4heir original Righteouſneſs, will be a greater Evil 
than if each were alone by himſclf, One Man will exalc 
himſelf cv others, and acccrding to that brutiſh Force and 
Strength wherein he excelleth, rob, oppreſs, mu: ther and pil- 
lage otheri.* 3. Hence a neceflity of Kepwblicky and Common: 
weals, that ſeme Kules and Laws may te provided not only for 
DircQion, but for Corre&ion if necd be. 4. Such Laws im- 
ply Authority, and a Supremacy alſo in it 3. for ſuch Authority 
or ] riſdiction only is Legiſlative. 

Man conſiſts of Soul and Body. This Principle of Civilicy 
or Sociableneſs ( whence Authority hath its Original and 
Riſe ) is placed primarily in the Soul. Society and Republicks 
are for the moral Good of Mens Souls therefore, and not to ac- 
commodate the Body only, The Powers alſo that are, being 
ordained of God, who is the Father of Spirits, ought to be ma- 
naged and direaed to Matters wherein our Souls and Spirits 
are concerned. The Gn0d and Evil for which theſe Powers 
are ordained is not limited to the Body or outward Man, 

The Power of Parents and Maficrs in the Family, it is civil, 
rot ſacred, yet ordained for the bringing up Children and Scr- 
vants in the Nurture of: the Lord. | 

There being a. new. Creation in and' through the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt : Theſe Perſons created of G' d, partake of a Divine Na- 
ture, and thence the like Propenſion toUnion and a holy Fellow- 
ſh'p withhoſe whom Chrilt hath redcemed out of the World. 
Therefore a ſpegial Proviſion is made by the Lord Jqſus for ſuch, 
to joyn together in particular Societies or Churches, Himſelf 
being appointed by his Father to be their King and Law-giver, 
who hath left them Rules and Laws for managing the Afﬀairs of 
theſe ſpiritual Corporations or Brotherhoods ( as the Scripture 
terms them)3 Power alſo and Authority for putting theſe Laws 
in execu'ion is given unto Churches. So that there is a twofold 
Power or Authority, to be exerciſed in Cauſes, and over Per- 
fons Eccleſialtical or Spiritual, the one placed in the Princes, the 
other in the. Churches of Chrilt.. 


I The 


(19) 
- x, The difference betwixt theſe two Powers, 
2. The Neceſſity if the Civil Power in Eccleſiaſtial Matters, not« 


withſtanding Chuych- Power, 


&; 2. What is common to both, and wherein each of theſe 
Powers differ from the other, ſhall briefly be ſhewed. 

1, They are Powers, both a Subordination or Policy in the. 
Church as well as in the Common-weal, and an «fzaix, or 
Jurifdiction exerciſed in each. You read of Authority or Juri(- 
dition not only in Civil Aﬀſemblies, as Rom. 13. John 1g. 11, 
but glſo in Churches, 2 Cor. 10. 8. and 13. 10, the word is e£xoig 
in both placcs. 

2, They are both from God, and the Ordinance of Grd, and 
ought to be ſubmitted to for Conſcience ſake, and are for En- 
couragement to thoſe that are Good, and for Wrath upon him 
that doth Evil 3 ard he that refiſteth this Power in cither, reſts 
the Ordinance of God, and they that refilt receive to th:mſclves 
Damnation ( as the Apolile ſpeaks) as well in reſpeR tothe 
one as the other, And both being from God, they are alſo 
both Powers under God, that is, under his Defignment and 
Limits, as alſo his Dire&ion and Guidance for his Glory, as 
the ultimate 3 and the good of Mankind, as the penultimate 
end of both; 

3. This Power of Princes is termed ſpiritual, Ratione objects, 
becauſe it hath to do with Spiritual Perſons and Cauſes. In 
ſuch like a ſenſe arid manner of Speech ( it it had the (tamp 
of vulgir .Uſe ) the Church-Power, may- be termed Civil or 
Temporal; becauſe all forts of Perſons and Cauſes without 
Difference are under the Power of it. That as the (ecul:r Power is 
Cuſtos utrinſq; Tabule, raatters of Holineſs (and what's oppoſite 
to it, Blaſphemy,Fercſy, Perjury,&c. ) as well as Righteoutnels; 
ſo Church-Power is Cxſtos wtriueque Tabule, Righteouſneſs and 
ſ:cond- Table-Duties, and what is oppotite, as Rebcllion, Sedi- 
tion, Lying, Stealing 3 it any Man that is caled 2 Brother, be a 
Fornicator, or a Druxkard, or an Extortioner, &c. In all theie and 
ſuch Caſes the Church-Power is applicd in an Ecclcfialtical, or 
\ Anger way 3 as-in a Civil and Secular way the Magilirate 

cals with what arePuties of the tirit Table. 

The Powers do mutually further each other, and fo ordained 
by God, (from whom t.:icy arc both originally) as chey ſweetly 

D 2 comply 
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edmply and agree ( being kept in their juſt Bourids )' each 
with otherz as Moſes and Aaron, David and' Nathan, Zerxbbabel 
the Son Shealtiel, and Joſhua the Son of Foſedech. 
Gladios, ſaid the Emperor to his Biſhop, let us joyn, our Forces 
and purge the Land of Wickedneſs. And our Senators in Par- 


liament, ſpeak thus of theſe 3 Both Autborities and Furiſdiftions! | 


joyn together, and the one helps the other. 

$. 3- Their Differences are in theſe Particulars, * | 

1. Though both have { in their rc{pecive way ) todo with 
both Tables, yet the Civil Magiſtrates Work lyeth moſt gver 
Perſons. with reſpe& to the Duties of the ſecond Tables as in 
matters bf Juſtice, and Righteouſneſs in the managing where- 


of, the very being of a Common- wealth principzly confilts ;/ 


its wel-being, only as he hath to do in Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical 
Cauſes. So the Church-Power is chictly and principally exer- 


ciſed in the ordering of Perſons, with reſpe& to the firſt-Ta- 
ble-Duties, and whieh appertains to Picty : Whercip is the Being 


and conſtant Employment of Churches, The other, that is, 
enatters of Righteouſneſs, Juſtice, Sobriety, and the ike, are 


occafionally only and in ordine ad ſpiritxalia, under Church- 


Power and Cenfures. 

2. The Power of Churches is not only ſpiritual R atione objedti, 
becauſe its over ſpiritual Perſons and Cauſes 3 but ex natara rei, 
a ſpiritual Fower having Spirituality, and its Denomination 
frcm more intrinfick Confiderations, as the Matter, Form, Sub. 
je, Rule, End, &c. and not from the Obje only, as that 
other Power 3 which though it. be in ſpiritual things, yet it is 
not properly ſpiritual Power, the Sword which it bears is riot 
the Sword of the Spirit, Ephel. 6. which is the Word of God, and 
this Word is eternal, not temporal, ,it endureth for ever, the 
Power and Soveraignty of it is from Chriſt 3 out of bis Mouth 
went a ſharp two-edged Sword : his Sword and. Power being ſpi- 
ritual, it pierceth, runs deep, Heb, 4. even betwixt the Soul and 
the Spirit;, there comes no ſuch Sword or Law from Civil Aus 
thority : that Powert in its greateſt Efficacy, reacheth not the 
Inner-Man, though to be ſubmitted unto for Confcience 
fake.. Indeed this Power is over ſpiritual Perſons, but not 
immediately and direaly over their ſpiritual part: By theſe 
Fowers we are given up to a Priſon, to Baniſhment, to Death, 


but 
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but not to Satan«-- 'Tt is not for craciatiag the Sou's, and” per+ 


plexing the Conſciences of Men, as is Church- Power, where 


there is Cauſe. 3 
' 3+ That of Secular Magiſtrates, even in Spiritual Aﬀairs, and 


having to do primarily with the outward Man, is more Autho- ' 


ritativez it is FJuriſdiftio proprie. dis, Legiſlative, Coercive, 
and in all reſpeRs the ſame as 1a Civil Matters, what he doth 
in his own Name. And truly «pywradvnny, Church-Power, 
is not properly Juriſdiction or Authority, as-in the Church, but 
as in Chriſt; the Head of the Church 3 as ſeated in the Church, 
or Cetus fidelium, it is only Nauovic, Minifterinms, not Domini- 
um, and as allin the Name or Authority of Chriſt. 

4+ They differ in Extenſion, in refpe to both Perſons and 
Cauſes, 1, Church-Power is limited to a particular Congre- 
gation, as Family-Power to thoſe of our own Houlhold : Buc 
this other Eccleſialtical Power, ſeated in the ſame Perſon or 
Perſons, extends it felf throughout a whole Kingdom, yea, 
ſometimes to more than one. But in ſome one Province or 
Kingdom, you read in Scripture of many Churches. This co- 
meth to paſs from another Difference between theſe Powers: 
The Manage of Ecclefialtical Afﬀairs, as in Civil Magiſtrates, 
may bedelegated toother hands, by way of Commiſion or De- 
putation 3 they may ordain under them ſubordinate Thrones, 
and inferior Powers, ating in their Names, which is Lordly, 
and full of Honour and State : But Churches may not do fo,. 
by delegation of Power, Repreſentatives, or any other Method: 
or Way, to firetch forth the Wing of their Authority (like 
that of the Civil ) over all the Churches of -a Nation, or over 
more Congregations than one, or a greater than ordinarily par- 
take of all other Ordinances together, is not at all ſaitable to a 
Church-Condition, which is Miniſterial, not Lordly, So 
Mr. Bradſhaw, as the Opinion of the Nonconformiſts : © We 
*confine and bound all Eccleſiaſtical Power within the Limits 
© only of one particular Congregation, holding, that the greateſt 


\ 


*Ecclefiaſtical Power ought not to ſtretch beyond the ſame :— 


*And that it is an arrogating of Princely Supremacy, for any 
© Eccleſiaſtical Perſon or Perſons whattoever, to take upon them- 
© ſelves Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiftion over many Churches, much 
© more Over whole Kingdoms, and Provinces of Churches. 
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(22) | 
Dr. Bilfon ſpeaks much to this purpoſe : © Tho (ſaith he} 

© Biſhops may be called Governors in reſpe&t of the Soul, yet 
© only Princes be Governors of Realms. Paſtors have locks, 
© and Biſhopshave Dioccſſes3 Realms, Dominions, and Coun- 
© tries none have, but Princes and Magiſtrates. And (o the Stile, 
© Governor of this Realm, belongeth only to the Prince, and 
© not to the Prieſt, and importetha Publick and Princely R& 
* piment, TheCommon- Wealth ( faith Mr. Baxter) contain- 
* eth all the People in a whole Nation, or more, as uni'cd in one 
* Sovereign : But particular Churches have no general Eccl.fi- 
© aſtical O fficers, in whom a Nation muſt unite as one Church, 
© but are as ſevera] Corporations in one Kingdom, &c. We ſee 
( ſaith Sir Fr. Bacon) in all Laws in the World, Officer of Confidence 
and $kill cannot be exerciſed by Delegation, all ſuch Truſt is perſo- 
nal and inherent, and may not be tranſported and delegated, as that 
of Kings, mhich for the moſt part is hereditary, and rather an Office 
of Intert than Confidence. 2. In reſpect to Cauſes, the Church- 
Power <xterds its Cenſures to no Cauſes, but ſuch as the other 
may, as toPopery, Hereſy, ce. But in many Caſcs the Civil 
Magifirate extends his Care and Authority, where Church- 
Power m«ddlecs not: As to Jews and Pagans, and ſuch as are 
not Menibers of the Church 3 ſome things may be done by the 
Magiſtrate even for theſe, being Members of his Con.mon- 
Wealth, that may conduce to their ſpiritual Good, The Church- 
Power is limited, as 1Cor.5.12, So likewiſe whether the 
Crime committed be private or publick,, Matter of Scandal, or 
not, or the Perſon penitent, or otherwiſe, theſe Powers are at 
liberty to puniſh or 5a wn alike, and as they ſhall judg it cx- 
pedient, to be ſevere or merciful accordingly. "They may form 
or reform the Laws and Statutes by which they govern 3 ma- 
king the ſame Fault Treaſon in one Age, that*in the next not 
ſo much as Impriſonment, But Ehurch-Power is limited, the 
ſame Crime, the ſame Puniſhment ever, not being in the Power 
of this Republick to-vary. in their Proceſs, in rc{pe& of leſſer 
or greater Cenſures, if the Crime be the ſame. 

5. In their Con'titution or Tenure: Licet omnis Poteſtas (ſaith 
Carb») tum Eccleſiaſtica tum Civilis, fit 4 Deo, tamen non eodem 
modo 3 nam politica licet univerſe ſit jure Divino, in particulari 
jure Gentium, Ecciefiaſtica omni modo eſt jure divino, & @ Deo. 
Government in general is of Divic Right, but whether in this 


or 


xeft, this is humane, and hath its Original from Man.- That 


" Perſons mere eſpecially entruſted with. this Power.) are de- 


 thelike, as well as EleQion 3' infomuch as a Woman or Child 
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er that particular Form, as in one, or a few repreſenting the 
Power which is termed an Ordinance of God, in Rom. 13. is 
called an Ordinance of Man, in 1 Pe. 2. Church-Power and 
Government being ſpiritual, hath all particulars for ſubſtance, 
both in refpe& of Perſons and Adminiltrations, for matter. and 
mainer appointed by Jcſus Chriſt, and in all Nations to be the 
ſame, Civil Power, even in Ecclcfialtical Matters, in many 
things for ſubſtance, is left to the Prudence of the State in which 
it is exerciſed 3 and in the Forms of it various, according to 
the manner of the Nation. As for Inftance; InſpeRion into 
Religious Aſſemblies, viſiring and obſerving their Demeanovr, 
recciving Complaints. by reaſon of Wrongs, Diſorders, . Ge. 
Theft things may be done by the Civil Magitirate, in his own 
Perſon, or by P.rfons authorized from him 3 theſe Perſons may 
b: many, or but one in a Diviſion, theſe Diviſions of larger or leſs 
Compaſs.And for the manner of Procedure,it's various,as Eccleti- 
aſlical Courts differ in their manner.of Proceſs from Civil, or of-a 
Method or Way of handling Cauſes different from cach, be elta- 
bliſhed by Law, it is equally warrantable. There are particular 
Dirc@ions left by Chriit, according to which the Officers (and 


ſigned to, and invelicd.in their. Places and- Charge, as EleTion, 
Ordination, &c. with Falling and Prayer, The other Powers. 
are ſetlcd upon, and claimed in ſuch ways, as the reſpeQive Law | 
of Nations deſign, as by. Birth, Lot, Victory, Donation, 0 4 


may. have a rightful Claim to this Supreme Truſt, and the 
Management of it, by themſelves or others, as ſhall be. 
appointed, 


a2 
CHAP. IV. 


$. 1. Of the Neceſſity and Uſefulneſs of a Juriſdiftion 
—_ and in _— Fekete ro what 
is in Churches. b. 2. This *Power is placed in Kings, 
and fuch as are the Supreme Governors in a Common- 


Wealth. 


S$. 1. L7Or the ſecond, we ſhall ſhew how neceſſary and uſe- 
ful Civil Power is, even in Eccleſiaſtical or Spiritual 
Matters, notwithitanding the other. Tt is not to be denied, 
that $6uls were converted, and Churches eſtabliſhed, and kept 
up, when there was no Afſiftance, but rather Oppoſition, from 
the Princes of the Earth, as in the Apoltolick and Primitive 
Times, The Benefit we have now by Chriſtian Mgiſtrates,was 
then more abundantly (ſupplied, ( the Infancy of Chriſtianity 
requiring more )) by the Miracles wrought, and the conſtant 
DireQion and Care of Apoſtolick and extraordinary Perſons, 
who were gifted by Chriſt for that purpoſe. 
All the ordinary Helps that now we have, by external and 
more ſenſual or carnal Means, contributing any thing to theſe 
- great Work<;-is only a pious and Chriſtian Magiftracy, where a 
- Nation is blefſed with it. The Benefit hereof is much in a ſpi- 
ritual reſpe&, both to the World, as likewiſe to the Church, 

r. Itis ( tho remote) a = Help. to bring Men out of 
their natural Condition, unto Life and Salvation. We are exhor- 
ted to pray for Kings, and ſuch as are in Authority, 1 Tim.2, The 
reaſon, v. 4. For God will have all Men to be ſaved, and to come to 
be knowledg of the Truth. As the Knowledg of the Truth is a 

means to bring 2 Soul into a ſaving State 3 fo is' the Magiſtrate 
( being enlightned himſelt ) a great Means to bring us to the 
knowledg of the T:uth. Thoſe Men were ina great Diſtance 
from -God, in a Rage againſt Chriſt and Religion, Pſal.2.1. they 
- did combine againit the lirict Ways of the Goſpel theſe poor 
Heathens beiny,notwithRanding,given to Chriſt by Elecion,v.s., 
David uſeth a twofold Method tor reducing them: The tirlt is, 
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a repreſenting their wretched and miſcrable Condition, while 
in this State of Enmity, ver, 9. Then, 2. deals with their Prin- 


' ces and Rulers, to be forthwith infiructed, and ſerve the Lord, 


i.e, as Kings and Magiſtrates,in their publick Capacity. But muſe |. 


not the People be inttructed alſo ? Such Magiſtrates will ſpeedi- 
ly provide and take care for their People, that they may be 
brought'to the knowledg of the Truth 3 and therefore it needs 
not to be mentioned. 
The Magiſiratical Power conduceth to this Work divers ways, 
r- By ſetting up and proteQing a Goſpel-Miniltry. He only can 
ſubſerve Providence, by ſending, or giving way to others toſend 
forth fit Perſons, and enforce a Maintenance for their Encou- 
rag<ment in this Woak. By fuch a Word of Providence ( it is 
toe (444T Q-) we come to bear, and by hearing we believe, 
Rom. 10.17. He can urge his People to come to the Means, 
and outwardly contorm to the ſame, and fo brin 
the Knowledg of the Truth, the very Knowledy whiregf, tho 
not ſaving, is a means at leafi toretirain our inbred Corrupt 
and to work preparatively to Converſion, bringing Men int 
Condition not far from the Kingdom of Heaven, as Chriſt ſpe 
2. The Civil Magifirate hath Power to puniſh and 
and ſo to work upon the Paſſions of Fear, Defire, Hope, &c. Man, 
even in his Natural Eſtate, hath free Will in Moral Actions, if it 
be excited and drawn forth. The Paſſions are fo ſeated betwixt, 
the Will and Senſes, that outward and ſenſual repre ef- 
feually upon it: the Motions of the Will, in this our State of 
Corruption, depending more upon the viſion 
al, than what is a rational Good or Evil, 
ding and ſtirring Paſſion, and with molt lite a 
natural Man, is Self, or Selt-Love 3 it is the fi: Fyinciple uſu- 
ally that God excites in us towards tra, the Para- 


at is ſenſu- 


ble of the Prodigal, and divers other Scriptures. Sickneſs, Po- 
verty,and the like Occurrence of Providences, (Pytiiſhments tor 
Sin) being ſanRitied by the Lord, work much-upon us 3 fo Mi- 
ſeries inflicted upon the more obſiinate, trom Magiſtrates (in 
Juſtice for evil-doing ) have the ſame Operation : and by reaſon 
hereof, groſs Corruptions are kept in and relirained, whereby 
the Habits of Sin decreaſe, and become leſs rank in the Soul. 
It is a bedging owr Way with Thorns, as the Prophet ſpeaks. 


2 Pet. 1.20, 
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A great part of the World lies without the Pale of the Chareh, 


and the ſeverity of its Judicature reacheth them not. This Power 


is exerciſed only on Church-Members'z we have nothing to do - 
to jadg them that are without,” tho they be Fornecaters, or Cove+ 
toks,- or Tdolaters, or Drunkgrds, or Extortioners ; Churches, in 
reſpec of Cenſures and Puniſhment, heave them to God by the 
Magiltrate, or the like Providential way to judg them, verſ; 13, 
3. Impedimenta removendo ; he removes corrupt Teachers, that 
ſlay Mens Soals, by crying Peace, propheſying of Wine, &c. 


indulging Singers in their Security 3 and ſuch as by Errors and 


falſe Dodrine poyſun Mens Souls, to their eternal perdition ; by 
rcliaining Stage-Plays, not permitting Brothel-Houles, and the 


_ 'Now there is nomecans or proviſion fo certain, and generally 
effcqual ro ſend out Preachers, to urge and confirain Men to 


; hear, and for all _ purpoſes, as this, when the Magiſtrate, 


according to his Trult -and Duty, puts forth his Authority in 
theſe Matters 3 or that will ſo univerſally, asan external means, 
fir that Principle of Selt-love in all Men, to the ſecking after 
what is go0d,and the ſhunning of what is evil. A Caercive Power 
of this Nature is placed in no other hand but his. Miniſters 
may preach and perſuade, but muſi be zo Strikers, may not ex-+ 
ternally aMiQ and conſirain 3 Peter may not uſe his Sword in 
Chriſt's Quarrel. God only, and the Civil Magiftrate, further 
our Happinels, by making us mifcrable. 

 Panl, who had as much Power as any Man of that Order, 
yet his Weapons were only ſpiritual 3 and tho an Apoſile, yet 
could not do ſo much as the meaneſt Civil Magiſtrate infſuch a 
Coercive way : for their Weapons will, whether Men incline 
or not, have an opcration, and conſtant effec, leſs or more, to 
whomſoever applied, This Power therefore of the Civil Magi- 
firate cannot well be wanted 3 or if it be, -there is no ordinary 
means to be had for a ſupply in the room of it. When there was 
no King in I(rael, every Man did what was right in bis own Eyes, 
followed the Ways his Luſts led him to. Suppoſe there be good 
Counſel and Inſtruction, yet tomany Perſons it fignificth little 3 
for ſome Men aze not corrigible by Words, Prov. 29. z9, The 
F ooliſhneſs that is bound up in our Hearts, muſt by Corretiion be 
driven far from w. Prov. 22. 15+ 


4. I 


(27) 9 
+ 4+ I ſhall conclude, adding in the laſt place, the Praiſe of 
Wel-doing. The Countenance and Encouragement of the Ma- 
giſtrate to thoſe that preach, and thoſe that obey the Goſpel of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, renders it even to a carnal Heart defira- 
ble. The Lord gives this honour to 2 poor Servant, faithful in his 
place,that he adorns the Goſpel,and renders it more acceptable and 
effecua). So likewiſe the Converſation of « Wife, that thoſe who 


Row. 13. 


obey not the Word, are without the Word won by ſuch a Conver- , p,,, , c, 


ſation 3 that is, won to the Loveof the-Word, and the liking 
of thoſe Ways that are according to the Word. Much greater 
is. chat Honour and Ornament which comes to the Goſpel, when 
the Magiſirate, not only by his Converſation, my perſonal 
Example, but by his Laws and Authority, fets himſelf to en- 
courage all he can, the Preachers and Protefſors thereof, bearing 
them up againli Deſpiſcrs and Scoffers. 

2, Inrcſpedt to the Church, and ſuch as are effeQtually call'd 
out of the World; God hath promiſed, and in the Scripture 
much comforted his People in this, that they ſhall have great be- 
vehit by the Civil Magiſtrates that are over them: as Iſa. 32. 2, 
& chap. 49.23. & cbap.60.,16, Thele Promiſcs relate to Goſpel- 
times. And thoſe Places, Numb. 27.16. and 1 Tim. 24 are <qui- 
valent to Promiſes : a Prayer is as it were a Promiſe reverſed 3 
what is ſpoken by the Lord in a Promiſe, being returned, "is the 
firength and contidence of a Prayer. Encouragements alfo to 
obey Precepts, imply Promifesz fo that of Rom. 13, and 1 Pet.2, 
our Subje&tion is required upon this conſideration, that Kings 
are for the praiſe of them that do well, Rom. 13. ordained of God 
to thee ( to the Church, and to every Saint ) for god. The Lord 
in this doth not only promiſe, but as it were undertake for the 
Magiltrate, that he ſha# be ſuch an one, as thoſe that are pious 
and righteous, thoſe that do well, need notdread or fear to be 
under him. A good Magitirate is a Blethng, and mftter of joy 
and rejoycing to the People of God, Prov. 29. 2. Eceleſc1o,17, 
a great Fruit and Evidence of his Love to them, 1 King. 10. 9. 
and 2 Chron, 2.11, Becauſe the Lord bath loved bis People, be hath 
made thee King over them it is (o ſpoken of Solomon. 

The Bepctit and Good to the Churches and Saints from the 
Civil Magiſtrate, may more particularly be judged of in theſe 
Conkiderations. 


E 2 1. Kings 
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1. Kings and Princes are an Ordinance of God, or Medium 
by which, in a more ſpecial and peculiar way, he communicates 
his Power, Wiſdom and Jullice for the governing of all Socie- 
ties of Men. 1 Kings 3:28. Al Iſracl feared the King, for they 
ſaw that the Wiſdom of God was in bim, to ds Judgment, So the 
Power and Juſtice, and the like Attributes of God. become viſible 
in this Ordinance of God. See Eccleſ. 8. 2. Numb. 27, 20, Prov. 
16. 10, and 21.1. - It is brought as an Argument to Magi- 
firates 2gainſt Partiality and Bribery 3 2 Chron. 19.7. There is no 
Iniquity with the Lord our God, nor __ of Perſene, nor taking of 
Gifts, What is, or is not in God, ſhould be, or not be found in 
him that is a Magiſtrate, They are therefore termed Gods, be- 
cauſe a viſible Repreſentation of God's Attributes, is, or ought 
to be in their Governing. And as Chriſt is ſaid to be preſent 
with thoſe Officers in the Church which he hath appointed, be- 
cauſe there is a ſpecial Virtue and Efficacy of Chriſt manitfcſt in 
their Minifiry : So in this great Ordinance of a Magiſtrate, 

there is laid tobe a ſpecial Preſence of God with him, 2 Chron, 
19.6, From thelike Manifcſtation of God, in his Wiſdom, 
Power, Goodneſs, &c. for the Welfare of Societies. 

There is ſuch a. Harmony and Neighbourhood between the 


outward and inward Man, that what works upon the one, af- ' 


tes the other. When therefore the Miniſtry by Chriſt's pre- 


ſence works upon a Man's Soul,the Man isof a better Behaviour + 


outwardly, and to Civil Relations: So alſo being brought in- 
to outward Subjecion and Conformity, ( by Magiftracy ) the 
Mind and ſpiritual part is much the more fitted for Chriſtian 
Communion. Moral Vertues, yea, Civilities are much preſſed 
upon Church-Members every where in the Epililes,as to be kind, 
courteous, bumble, ſubmiſs, felf-denying. - Paul ſpends a whole 
Chapter in Greetings and Salutes. Men and Women that are 
moroſe, ſelfiſh, ſtiff, opinionative, ill-bred, ſuch for the moſt part 


' are burthenſomin all, and as much in theſe ſpiritual Societies 


as in any other. 

2, For ProteQion, Church-Power neither judgeth or reſtrain-= 
eth them that are without 3 it is no Fence nor Security againſt the 
World. The only Hedg about this Vineyard, under God, is the 
Sword of the Civil Magiſirate. Saints and Churches, being 
called and ſeparated out of the World, arc hated by the World, 
and ſuch a Seed of Enmity in them againſt the Members of 


Cid, 
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Chiiſts 2s if there were no liigher Power to refirain; being th* 
far greater number, they would utterly root us out. 

The Church for Weakneſs and Helpleſneſs is reſembled by 
a Nurſe-Chiid, or Infint, which needs the Care of thoſe who 


have more Strength. T his religious Care and Tendernefs, is, Iſa, 9. 16- 


or ought to-be in the Magiſirate, who is termed a Narſe. The 
Prophet in this Promiſe-hath an Eye to Golpel-Times, and 
Churches, called together amongſt the Gentiles. In an Age 
when there would be no Prophets or Apoſiles, or Signs, or 
Wonders, or mighty Deeds wrought in the behalt of the Church, 
as 'was in the Jewiſh Oeconomy, and firſt Age of Chriſtians. 
It's promiſed that Kings and Princes ( either by a common or 


faving Change ) ſhall become nurſing Fathers, nouriſhing and 4 Sam. 10.6,9- 
protecting Chriſt's feeble Orphant the Church. And where 1 Kings 4 29: 


the Magitirate is ſuch, we ought to pray that all may be ſuch 
we have the Liberty under them ( notwithſtanding the World's 


Enmity ) to lead a quiet and peaceable Life, and this fot only 29085 4: 37 


in Honeſty, but in all Godlineſs. 
3. The Judgments of God, Sword of the Magiſtrate, and the 
like external Adminifirations are helpful to the beſt of Men, 
who are liable, while a Body of Sin, to as foul external Acts 
of Sin, as the worſt of Men. The ſpiritual part in us by the 
means, helps it ſelf much (in an hour of Temptation eſpecially 
againſt the Fleſh, over-ballancing the Pleaſures of Sin, fro 
that Shame and Grief Sin brings with it 3 fo that Se/f-love, or 
a higher Principle is hereby ſtrengthened to avert us. Servile 
Fear ( evil only in defeRt ) is good and uſcful to the beſt of us, 
while in a mixed Condition,and not perfeQin our Love to God. 
Fob was eminently godly and righteoxs,yet in both much furthered 
from the Conſideration of Wrath and Judgment. If I have 


ſeen ( Gaith he ) any periſh for want of Cloathing 3 If T have lift <a 9,21» 


up_my Hand againſt the Fatherleſ7, &c. ver, 23. For Deſtruction 


from God was a Terror - to me. The Magiſtrates Eccleſiaſtical 
Power had the like effect to reſtrain Impiety in him, as verſ. 26, <© 


27,28. If I beheld the Sun,and my Heart bath been ſeeretly enticed, 
or my Mowth bath kiſſed my Hand : this were an Iniquity to be 
puniſhed by the Judg., The Apolile Pani though conſtrained by 
Love, verſ. 14, Such was his AﬀeCtion to Chriſt, yet moved 
alſo to Duty from the Conſideration of Judgment and Terror, 
2 Cor. IC. 11. . 

Y 


2 Cor. 11. 1. 
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If it be thus with the beſt of the Saints, much more wilt 
Churches ſtand in need- of ſuch an external Help againſt Cor. 
ruptions ; There being. not anly a mixture of Fleſh and Spirit, 
in thoſe that are Members indeed; but a mixture with chem of 
Hypocrites, and ſuch as are Members only in ſpew. --- 

We find in the Churches planted . by the Apoltles, a uſe not 
only of Spiritual Cenſures, but alſo outward and bodily Aﬀic- 
tions, Sickneſr, Weakneſr, &c., for Church-Miſcarriages 3 and 
it's ſaid to be for the Salvation of their Souls, Chap. 5. ver, 5. 
With Chop. 11. ver. 32, So that Severity of the Lord on Anazis 
and Saphira, was tox a Church-Fault, and it's faid Verſe 11, 
Great Fear care wpon oll the Church, It was an eminent Church, 
before whom Pax! ſhakes rhe Magiftrate's Sword, and tells 
them, if they dothat which is evil, they have caule to be afraid, 
for he beareth not the Sword in vain. 

Afficiions that are from a more immediate Hand of God, 
eithcr in an ordinary or an extraordinary way, thoſe alfo that 
the Lord chaſtiſeth us with by the Hand of the Magifirate, 
I difference not, cach being to the ſame purpoſe, and as an 
external Diſciplive. For where there are no Magiſtrates, or 
negligent ones, God in a providential way, and more immedi- 
ately judgeth and aMidts Evil;doers 3 even as where Church- 
Diſcipline is wanting or negleRted, God himlelf excommunicates 
as it were, and gives Memrup to Terror and Anguiſh of Soul, 
fos their evil Deeds. | 

If we ſhould draw in here Inſtances from the Jewiſh Church, 
ard how the Loyd diſciplined them by the Civil Magiſtrate, 
and afflicting the outward Man, there can be nothing more 
evident than this, ap undonbted Uſctulneſs of ſuch Diſpeoſati- 
ons, even t0 the Churches of Chriſt. p 

and although it ſhould not be a good reaſoning, to argue 
from what Power the Princes of Ifrael cxercifed in reſpect of 


2 Ctroa.8 14. its Extent im Particulars many of them being Prophets as well 


as Princ.s > yet the Eencht and Uſctulnets of ſuch Power may 
be the ſame unto ws as unto them, borch in refpeRt of Terror 
to Evil-Doerr, and Praiſe to th m that do well, Though an 
Argument tom Cireme;ſion npelicd to Infants, will not weigh 
with ſome, becauſe they deny Biptiſm to be a Sacrament of that 
Nature ; Yet this cannot be derved by them, that if an Infant 
be capepec ot Benctit by an Ordinance it underflands not 
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Infants may as Tawfully*in that reſpe&t be boptiſed while In- 
fants, as they were then circumciſed, The Arguments brought 
from Ecclefialiical Power bxerciſed by Magiſtrates in the Jewifh 
Government, will argue at leaſt that there is a Capacity in Men 
now to receive Beneht and Good thereby ( even in ſpiritual 
Matters ) as they did then; which js all chat is aimed at, 


4. As it is the Duty of each Perſon, fo of Churches to walk, <4 ,. 


wiſely towards them that are without, that their Order may be 
looked upon, not only with Rejoyeing by Neighbour-Churches, 
but ſuch as miy appear - amiable and comely in the Eyes of all 
Men. There are many things common to all Societies, which 
Nature and civil Cuſtoms inttru&t us in, and arc eſpecially to 
be heeded by Churches. For as the things Moral and Lovely it 


'the Eyes of Men, being negle&ed by Profeſſors, the Goſpel wilt 


ſuffer, fo much more if by Charcher. The outward Beanty of 
theſe Chriſtian Aﬀemblics, conſiſts very much in what 1s requi- 
fite and comely in all hrman Societies; as Unity, Love, 
Peace, brotherly Forbearance, &c. Let all things, faith the Apo- 
file, be done without murmuring or diſputing. Paul charged the 
Church of Corinth with this, that there were Debates, Envyings, 


Phil. > 


Wrath, Strifes, Back bitings, Whiſperings, Swellings, Tumnlts, , Cor. 12. 19. 


end the ike amongit thermm. There-may be Wrongs and Op- 
prefſions in Churches, as in othes Aſſemblies. Innocent Per- 
ſors impeached and cenfured as Schiſmatiks, Seditiows, and 
Diſturbers of the Peaces and no Remedy but from the Civil 
Magiſtrate. Paxl appeals trom the Church to Ceſzr, a Secular 
Prince, expeCting from him, though 2 Heathen, more Fuftice, 
then from his Brethren, being Parties, 2nd in their own Cauſe. 
For where Parties are Judges, the Sentence is paſſed before rhe 


Cauſe is heard. As a Church may be offended; to they may, FY 


and oft-times do give Offence as well as fingle Perſons. It's 
part of a Chriſtian Magiſtrate's Care, and as a Migiftvzte, to 
puniſh open Offenderrs, whether ſingle Perf. ns or Aﬀſemblies, 
And the Truth is, it fuch aſfemblies,-rhat i:, Churches, be 
not under the Magiſtrates Juriſdiction, they are under none, 
and will be at a loſs in reſpe of all thoſe Advantages before. 
mentioned, 

The Oſefuineſs of this Power'being declared fo fully, it will 
not be difhcult to evince the Neceſſity of it, that is, to the well» 
being of Churches. tor whatſoeves thing is uſctul in Spiricual! 
At#zins 
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Afﬀairs, is im the Came degree neceſſary.. | T argue thus : 

It the Ruling and Corrgjive Power in- a Church extends it 
ſelf no further than its own Members; if one particular Church 
cannot ſuſpend, excommunicate, or exerciſe any the like Juriſ- 
diction. over another 3 it will then follow, vvhatſoever benefit 
or advantage Churches, or their Members, are-ſuppoſed to have 
and reap, by being under any external Ruling Power here- on 
Earth 3 this may, and - ought.to be expeRed: from- the Ma+ 
giltrates Eccleſraſtical Power and nv other: His being the 
only Power that is oft ſuch an Exteutioniand -Compals, as to 
be over all Perſons and Societies within his Jominion, 

For the further Exp!ication and Confirming of what is aſſerted, 
I ſhall lay down ſome Contiderations, and then anſwer ObjeQi- 
ons. Purpoſely enlarging upon this Arguivent, as tending 
much to a diſtin underiianding of Eccletiaſtical Juriſdicion, 
both as it is in Church and Magiſtrate. . 


"The Conſiderations are theſe. 


There is np Power or Authority either in Church or Magi- 
ſirate that doth diretly. and immediately compel or enforce the 
Soxl, Pains; Penalties, Refiraints, bodily Puniſhments 3 or 
what comes nearer, ,and is more ſpiritual, as Admonition, 
Suſpenſion, Excommunication, or the like. . *When Perſons in 
any of theſe ways are, judged and cenſured, by the Church or 
Magiſtrate, or both; it bath, its Fruit and effe& in reſpe& of 
Morals, only in a more remote and circular way, as by work- 
ing upon thc Judgment and AﬀeRions 3 for there is no created 
Power can reach the Soul, to put upon it any immediate Force 
or Reſtraint, further than by applying ſuch means ( diſcove- 
red by the Scripture or Light of Reaſon) as are apt and ſutable 
to ſet the Soul and Conſcience of a Man, to work upon it ſelf; 

We term it Coercive, in difference tgom what is only direfive 
and perſwaſive for according as the Lord hath appointed means 
to this or that end, accordingly he works, and ſo we ought to 
judg and ſpeak. Now beſides means appointed for InftruZion 
and Perſwaſinn, God alſo hath added Diſcipline; a means mo- 
rally coercive, which hath Pain and Shame, it's a Paniſhment 
Emliyulcx, and for the Deſtruttion of the Fleſh, therefore a means 
morally Compulſwe, and more than meerly perſwaſive, the "Rod 
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and Reproof is more thana ſingle Reproof, it is a Corredion which |, Cr. 4 2x. 
is compulſive 3 8 Servant will not be correfied with Words. To Prov, 29. I 5. 
make ob but direftive, is to cohfound the Keys, The Reverend Prov: 29. 19. 
Author ſhould not judg or ſpeak of an Ordinnce according to mir. B. ;» bs; 
the Reception of a carnal Heart, but according to what: is de- frf D//pure, 
fened by the Lord, as his ordinary Drift and Scope in fuch an P-65+ 
Appointment. There is the Word read, Goſpel preached, and 
vilible Seals; we are tojudg a greater and more effeQual Exhi- 
bition of Chriſt in the one, than in the other, yet all alike toa 
carnal and unbelieving Soul. 

2. There are two. great and Catholick Bodies, or Kingdoms, , ©, -., 
immediately and invifibly governed by the Lord and his Chriſt : 
The World and the Church, made up cach of lefſer Corpora- 
tions, as Cities, Families, particular Churches, 6c. I fay, invi- 
bly and immediately: for, as God is inviſible, ſo what he aQs 
immediately, he as inviſibly. As the Church is diſtinguiſhed 
into viſible and invifible, fo is the Power by which it is gover- 
ned. Iaviſible as in a ſecret and myſterious way, and immedi- 
ately from the Lord: And thus are all Kingdoms, Nations, 
Tongues and Languages united as in one, even the great 
bulk of Mankind 5 as alſo the Catholick Church, that great 
Body of Saints, they are all thus governed by the Lord, and by 
the are ms fr not by Man. Vifible, as where theſe 
great Lo Men and Chriſtians, come to be cantoned, 
parcelled, and formed into Political Bodfes, governed by Men, Whit. r-4 ;. 
in an external and viſible way. e. 6, p. 1þ1. 
Theſe viſible Bodies are either greater and” containing, as 
Empires, Kingdoms, Provinces, &e. Or thoſe that are leſs, and 
contained, as Cities, Colledges, Pariſhes, Families, and the like, 
whether they be Civil or Ecclefaſtical. Theſe 1. fer, though 
they have the Compleatnefs of a Bady or Corporation, cach in 
its kind, and ſufficient Power to govern it ſelf; yit not 
to govern one another. A Chunh hath not Authority to go- 
vern a Church, nor a Family, or the chick in it to govern a 
Neighbow-Family. The Light io the leaſt Star is ſufficient 
for-it (elf, but not to rule the Day or the Night, as the Swn . 
and Moon.g 
Theſe l:ſſcr Bodies are therefore ſo compoſed in their ſeve- 
nal Regiments 'that many of them togeiher, may lie in the 
Buſom of a greater Corporation; and it will be for their ber- 
* F 
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ter and mvre comfortable ſubliſling! and: Government, 

'Thexe is no external Corrcive,- or ruling Power that fal's in, 
and fills up the ſpace betwixt great and Catholick Bodics 
the World and the Cherch, and thoſe leſſer and loweſt Regiments 
and Societics, but what is, or ought to be. expected by of from 
the Civil Magiſtrate, who is to be acknowledged of his Sub- 
jets, whether Ecclefiafiical os Civil wnder.Gcd to be over all, 

3- Theſe leſlex Societies therefore, ordinarily are found under 
a twofold Regiment or, Diſcipline. The. one intrinſecal and 
peculiar, which iv Familics is received from the Light of Ns- 
ture, and from the Light of Inftitution in Churches. The 
other more General and Common : And theſe leſſer Bodies come 
under it by reaſon of their Situation, being within the Conftines 
of fuch a [Republick, they arc under the Juriſdiction of the 
De Ep1ſe.lib. 3. Princes thereof. Each Prince, faich Maſon, hath Power in ſub- 
"A ditor ſuor ac proinde in Ecclefiam modo ſubditi ſunt Ecclefie. If 
fituated where there is no formed Common-wealth, King, or 
Supream Power over them, they are as a Free-State, each Fa- 
mily, City, and Church, immediately under God and Chriſt, 
and no other Power but what it bath inic ſelf; which being a 
Power not derived from the Magjilirate, but peculiar to a Fami- 
ly os Church, remains in them, though no Magiſtrate. Such 
was the Family and Church-ſtate in the. time of the Patriarcbs 
for two thouſand Years. 

As it is a Happineſ®#to a People. that live in Empires and 
Kingdoms, that theſe are parcels _— _ = hath the 

righteous God to govern it, who is, the Ki Kings, and 
» King? 19.15. x ord of Lords. So bs i likewiſe to theſe lefſer Badies, a Fami- 
; , or a Church, that they are fituated under the Wing of 3 

iftian, and well-governed Common-wealth. Where theix 
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Goyernours may be under fome Government, 'and in Wrongs 


and Diſorders, they may have the Benchit of a Magilirate's Au» 
thority to appeal unto. | 


(35) oy 
CHAP, V. 


| 

| 1. The firſt Objeltion anſwered. 2, The Government of a particular 

| Church, hath Affinity with that of leſſer Bodies, more than with the : 
Ine Fayor catlth doms, 


&. 1, T7 may be objected, that Churches are ſpiritual Corpo- 
rations, and of a more peculiar Conkideration, in re- 
ſpe of their Government 3 and therefore not to be reckoned 
with Civil, at leaſt not with Families, or ſuch mean and low 
Societies. -- '- : ; >*N 
Anſw. Policy or Goverament in itſelf, and all the ſazts of it, — 
is from the Light of Nature, and common. Reaſon. And this 
is generally ſuppoſed by all 3 that tho the Subje& Matter, or 
Perſons governed, be of different kinds 3 yet the- Law and 
Fofms of Government may be the ſame where ſo appointed by 
Chriſt. And I rather infiſt on ſuch a way of Diſcourſe and Rea- 
ſoning, as molt ſuitable to the SubjeR I am upon, but eſpecially 
becauſe Subordination of Churches'to Churches is argued from 
the Light of Natmre, and in this very Caſe, tertned by our Bye. 
thren a Divine Topick. Now if we may argue and guide our 
ſelves in Church-Afﬀairs by;the Light that ſhineth forth: ( from 
the natural Wiſdom and Prudence of Man') in the Government 
and managing of Kivgdoms 3 there is as much a Fas Divinuen, 
and ground ot reaſoning fromthe Light that appears in the pru- 
dent Conſtitution and Government of anyother civil Society. 

- I have mentioned in the Confiderations, Cities, Famnlies, and 
thoſe leſſer; and contained ( as I term them ) Societies or Cor- 
porations with particulars Churches: - Becauſe I humbly con- 
ceive the Policy and roptint of each ( tho in other things 
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different) to be more proportionable,and of greater Similitude in { 
many things, then between particular Churches, and thoſe grea- 
ter, and containing Bodies, Kingdoms, Empires, or the like. 
Churches R—_— conſtituted _— —_ are _ con- 
fiftent with Civil iftracy, of what Form ſocver the ggom- 
mon-wealth hall y .; 
In Confirmation of this Agreement or Similinude, I ſhall take for the 
= enoft part the Conceſſions of the learned of each Perſwaſion.” The In- 

 Bances or Particulars are theſe. 
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$. 2, 1. Families tho contained under the National Govern- 
ment where they are finuated, -yet'are intrutted with 4 ruling 
-and governing Power com pleat and ſufficient each in-and for it 
{df ; ſoarc particular Churches. Ee TO 4 
1. They are intrufted with a Government each for it ſelf. 
Perk, ow Rev. It iS NO! ſufficient ( faith Mr. Perkins-)- for a Church to have the 
Perk. an REV. reaching of the Word, but Church-Government. This Church 
( {peaking of Thyatira ) is blamed becauſe ſhe did not mſe the Au- 
thority- God had given ber. There is given to the Miniſters of 
each particular Congregation, according to Epiſcopal Ordinati- 
on cltabliſhed by- our Law, not only a Power to preach, Ot. 
Take Authority to preach-the IVord of God | but they - are made 
| efors, Governours in thoſe particular Churches, and it*s faid 
to them, has Sins thou doſt remis, they are remitted; and whoſe 
Sins thou deft retain they are retained ] by which Werds the Keys 
of. Diſcipline are given them 3. ſee Bilſon Perper, Govern, p. 213, 
ReluB. of £- © By Order of the Church of land ( faith Biſhop Uſer ) all 
piſe. p. 3. © Presbyters arc charged to edminiſter the Dottrine and Sacrament, 
© and the Difcipline of Chriſt as the Lord bath commanded, and at 
© this Realm hath received the ſame. And that they might the bet« 
© ter underſtand what the Lord hath commatded therein, the 
© Exhortation of St. Pat to the Elders of the Church of Epbeſts 
© is appointed to be read unto them at the time of their Ordi- 
" wniuniverr [© © pation : Take beed to your ſelves, and to all the Flock, among whom 
#00900 900 4 _ $ the Hely Ghoſt bath made you Ovenſters, to * rule dbe Congregati- 
2.6, and KV" « on of God, which be bath purchaſed with bis Blood. | 
15. * Mr. Hooker tells ns that for Preſervation of Chriſtianity there 
Ho. Ecel. Pol. « jc not any thing more needfal than that ſuch as are of the vi- 
lib. 3- Sc. 1. £ ble Church have mutual Fellowſhip and Society one with a- 
© nother. LInwhich Conſideration the Catholick Church is divi- 
© ded into anumber of diftin& Socieries,every of-which is termed 
© 2 Church within. it (elf, not an Aſſembly, but a Society, — A 
* Church (as we are now to underſtand it ) is'a Society, that is, 
* a number of - Mcn belonging to ſome Chriſtian-Fellowſhip, the 
© Place and Limits whereof are certain;having communion in the 
* publick Exerciſe of ſuch Doties as are mentiohed, ' A&s 2. 47. 
© As thoſe « f the Myſtical Church by their inward Graces differ 
* from all others which arc-not of the Body, and thoſe that arc 
© of the viſible Body of the Chasch; have the Notes of externs] 
© Profeflion. Even fo theſe (ſeveral Societies,or Churches, have 


" Properties 
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(97 ) 
© Properties belonging to them, as they are publick Chriſtian 
* Societies. And. of ſuch Properties, it:may not be denied thee 
© one of the very chiefeſt is Ecelyfraftical Policy, We uſe'the name 
© of Policy rither than Government, becauſe  Church-Policy 
© containeth both Goyerament, and alſv whatſoever beſides be. 
© longeth-to the ordering of the publick Afﬀairs of the Church 
* of God, In which words he aſſerts not cach particuler 
Church to have Government in it (elf 5 but this Government 
2584 Property,or Propriety, by which it's diſtinguiſhed from the 
Myſical, as alſo the Catbolich, viſible Church. So that he doth 
not,as {me of late,make the Catholick vitible Church the firtt 


| Subject of the Keys but 'each particular Society, or Church, 


ng that great Body of Chriſtians to be only and imme- 
diately under the Spiritual Government of Chiiſt Jeſus. - 
| 2, Compleat and ſufficient. "Td 
It is not to be undexitood of ſuch 2 perfe@ion, 2s may nor 
with much advantage rcceivehely both from the Power of the 
Magilirate, as I have ſhew«d before, as alſo from the Counſet 
and Advice of other Church.s ; But I mean an effential Com- 
pleatne {5 or Sufficiency, not being dehicient in any material re- 
quiſite for Government. This that learned Author expreſicth 
in thoſe laſt Words : © We uſe the Word Policy, ( faith he) rather 
than Gou:rament, becauſe Church-Policy containeth both Govern- 
ment, and alſo whatever befides belongetb to the ordering of the Af _ 
fairs of the Church of God, Every particular Church, (faith Mr.Cart- ABTNY Whice 
wright) baving an Elderſhip, is a Carbolick Church of Chriſt, under _ _ 
whom Paltors, Doflors, and Eld:rs are the miniſterial and immeliate 
Governors, In which Words he intimateth a Compleatneſs in 
each particular Church for Government and Privileges, as much 
as if the Catholick vitib!e Church were Organical, and a gover- rucherf, Due 
ning Church. * The Power of Juriſdiftion ( ſaith one) is as Right vi Prcl. 
© perfect and compleat inane fingle Congregation, as in a Pro. *Y* /42+ 307: 
* vincial, as ina National, yea, as in the Catholick vifible Body, 
All Things are yours, ſaith Paxl to a particular Church, 2 Cor.3. pcter's pulix.. 
To this purpoſe Mr. Parker; Sicut non pars, &:, As a particulay 11h ;, cap. 13, 
Church is not a maimed or balf, but a whole and perfett Body ; ſo it 
#4 poſſeſſed with the whole aud entire Church-Government, and nod 
with a part only. / 
This Oeconomick and Domeſtick Power is intrinſfick and effen- 24 7»rſtance. 
tial coa Family, aud is a Pow:r derived immcdiatly trom the 
: : Loid 
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Lord, by the Light of Nature, and' hath' not its original from 
any Power on Earth, Families being much 'more ancient than 
Common- Wealths : So Government or Diſcipliric is intrinfick 
and inſeparable from the very Eſſence of a Church, received im- 
mediately from Chriſt, and not the Grant or Conflitution of any 
Secular Prince or'State, Churches are endued ((aith Dr. Fackgon ) 
with a Fudicature immediately derived from Chiift, amd independent 
upon any Earthly Power, or any Power whatſoever on Earth, whethir 
Spiritual or Temporal. Biſhop Bilſon expreſſeth it thus: "The 
Things compriſed in the Church, and by God bimſclf comminded to 
the Church, ( theſe Things are ſpecitied in pag. 227. to be the 
Word, Sasraments, and Uſe of the Keyr, or Eeclefizftical Power, 
and Cure of Soxls ) are ſubjeft to rio mortal Creature, ' Pope, nor 
Prince, ' And thoſe of another Perſuaſion, arc to the ſame pur* 
poſe. © The Church (faith Mr. Rxtherford)) hath the Keys from 
* Chrift, equally independent upon any mortal Man, in Diſcipline 
© as in DoQtrine, A Power and Right to Diſcipline, faith the 
© fame Author, is a Property eſſential to a Church, and is nt 
© removed from it, till God remove the Candleftick, and rhe 
© Church ceaſe to be a viſible Church. Poteſtas ipſa de jure, bcc. 
Power (faith Dr. Ames) is ſd much the Right of a Church, ar it 
cannot be ſeparated, becauſe neceſſary, and immediatly floweth even 
from 1be Eſſence of each true Church, There are Authorities enow 
to be produced from the Writings of the Learned," for the con- 


. tirmation of this particular, Afl grant thereis a Government 


jure divino, ( | ſpeak not of this or. that Form ) and by the ap- 
pointment of Jeſus Chriſt. It is denied by none but Eraftw 

and thoſe that follow him, who may as well deny Praying, 
Preaching, or Sacraments jure divino It is as expreſly ordained, 
that Diſcipline be exerciſed in the Name of Chriſt, as to preach, 
pray, or baptize in his Name. There are certainly Things of 
God, that are not the Things of+ Ceſar * And if thoſe Things up- 


' on which Chrilt hath put his Name, be not peculiarly his, Tknow 


not where we ſhall find the Joint. As we fay,there were Fami- 
lies, ſo particular Churches, before any Commonwealths were, 
and Chriftian Churches and Diſcipline exercifed,matly Years be- 
fore any Emperors or Kings were Chriſtian : And therefore as 
Families have many Privileges fo peculiar, and 'by the Law of 
Nature ſo much theirs, as are never touched or infringed by the 
Supreme Power of any Nation : So likewiſe it is CT 

they 


+ = A © * ya =, a 


—_. ». We aw + we ©d@{ GW & wr end © Gs iv © 


oo ene a. i i. a. ae Rnd. 


(39) 


they have very many Privileges ſoevidently theirs,from the Law 
of Chritt, and their ſpiricusl Conftitution, as Chriftian Magi- 
firates' will do their utmoſt to preſerve and cheriſh, and not in 
the leaſt infringe, It is a part of Magna Charia : Conceſſimus 
Deo, & hac preſenti Charta confirmavimus, pro nobis & Heredibur 
noftrig in perpetuum, quad Eccl:fiz Anglicans libera fit, & babeat 
omnia jura ſua integra, & Libertates ſuas illeſar. And it is menti- 
oned 1n the Oath our Kings take at theis Coronation, that He 
ſhall keep and maintain the Liavfiel Rights and Liberties of the Holy 
Church, 

A third Particular, or Infiance of what we have ſuppoſed in 
the former Conſiderations, is this : The lefſer Corporations, Cites, 
Families, and the like, have not Authority or Juriſdiction one 
over another, It is the fame with Churches, each having the 
Fountain and Orjginal of their own Power. (as before is (hewed) 
immediatly proceeding from Chriit in themſelves, and not elſe- 
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where, or one fromanother 3 cannot by any Art or Device of 


Man be made to riſe up above itdelf, as it doth, if one Church 
exerciſcth a Power or Juriſdition over another. There is no 
Invention of Man, that by contriving Pipes, or any other Arti- 
fice, can make Water freely and naturally run higher than the 
Spring-Head. Tho that JuriſdiQion which hath its riſe in a 
particular Church, be pumped up into a Claſſis or Synod, it is but 
the ſame it was before,  Synods, ſaith Parker out of Chamier, 
anllam babeant Authoritatem, 8&c. They bave no Aubority but what 
is derived from particular Churches. So Voeting.” © 
There ſeems to be a great Emphalis in thoſe Particles of Pro- 
-priety, Children obey your Parents, Joveuoiv Vue fo to Servants: 
And ſpeaking of the Relation of Husbands and Wives, by which 
is ſec forth __ re to _ and his Officers, o7 more 
appropriate, Epbeſ. 5, 24. As the Church is ſubje& to Chriſt, ſo let 
the Wive be to their own Hurbands ; it is, Tois Blons xvd\pgloy, 
ay a viris, not only theirs, but their own Husbands, Tt'is ſaid, 
" 1 Tim. 3. 4. One that ruleth well bis own Howſe, Ts 13s dns. So 
of Miniſters, Know them that labour among you, &v Uuiv, and are 
over you in the Lord, 1 Thefl. 5. 12. and in Heb, 13. 17. it is 
WyS{aevois Vusv, Dwces veſtri, your Captains, Officers in Churches, 
[being as exaQly limited, as in an Army. There is no Power in 
a Superior to command, where no Obligation upon the Inferior 
to obey. And therefore the Lord ſeems by theſe Expreſfions, 
to 
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to limit both Church and Family-Power within their own 
Walls. | 
This is the Judgment of the Learned of each Perſuaſion, 
Biſhop Davenaut. Nota eft Furiſconſultorum regula, &c. It is a 
© known Rulc of Lawyers, A Sentence given by him that is not 
* bis Judg, is void in Law. But particular Churches are not the 
© Judges of private Perfons that are of other Churches, how 
© much |.(s then over the Churches themſelves 3 ſuch Sentences 
* were tobe lighted and contemned,as of a Judg that preſumerh 
© to make Laws out of the bounds of his own Juriſdition. Nec 
De judice cont. poteſt, nec debet ( ſaith the fame Author elſewhere ) particularis 
Cap.16. Þ. 90, wits judiciaria authoritate aliam ſibi non ſubjefiam a Catholi- 
ca abſcindere, quelibet enim Eccleſia filios ſuos ad corſenſionem- in 
Doftrins publice ftabilita cenſuris adigit. Sed fratrcs Eccleſiaruns 
externarion monet pro officio charitatis, non punit pgs imperio poteſt atis, 
Of the Church Dy, Freld, as a common Reſolution of Divines, tells us, That if 
lib 5. a Biſhop ventures #0 do any Adi of Furiſdidtion out of bis own Dioceſy, 
( that is, his particular Church, ſo cap. 30. ) as to excommunicate 
or abſolve, or the Jikg, all ſuch As are niterly void, and of no foree, 
The lame thing, faith Dr. Crakantborp, cont. Spal. cap. 28. pag. 
177. Every Congregation (ſay our Brethren ) hath equal 
© Power one as much as another, according to the trite and 
*kn wn Axiom, Par in parem ncn babet imperium, An Equal hath 
3 Js polie, © no Power over an Equal, Ecclefie inſtitute parochiales integre 
ran ſunt , inter ſe collaterales, & poteſtate Ecclefiaſtics equales, faith 
Fecle/. P- 3+ , P® £ 
Vottiss. Which you may Engliſh ourof che Engliſh Puritaniſm 
thus: * Particular Churches arc in all Matters <qual, and are 
Cap. 2. $. 3- * entruſted by Chrift with the ſame Ecclehaltical Power and Au- 
I *thovity. Feel, Reynolds, Whitalyr, and mult of our Divines, 
againli the Fapitis, are large in thiir Diſputes for a parity. of 
Churches, and Mr. Parker hath writtcn.a who'e Chapt. r de pari- 
De Polit lib 72 tate Eccleſiarum. Some make a particular Church tobe of larger 
cap. 21, Extenſion, as a Diocels, « Province; &c. but that altereth not 
the State of the Queſtion. | | 
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A DIGRESSION. 
1, Of Independentiſm, Name and Thing. 2. tt conf. 
flency with the Kings Supremacy. NN 


His State of a particular Church, g2mely, their equality 
in teſpc& of Juriſdiction or coercive Power one over 
another, was wont to be expreſſed by IND'EPE N- 
DENC Y, which though now it be a term of Reproach, yet 
. formerly made uſe of by good Authors , as very ' fit and ſigni» ' 
fieant”, -to ſet forth this -Priviledge of cach particular Church 
compleat and intire' ; namely, the noe Dtpcndency or SubjeRir 
on, to the Jugiſdiction of another Church, as thei Head and Su» 
rior, 
-— Fackgon in his learned Treatiſe of the Church, ufeth this Cap."1 5. 
term fxequently,. © Unity ( ſaith he. inone place } of Diſcipling, £97 115+ 
* or of. 4 NDEPENDENT Judicature, is cAcntial and neceſſary 
* tothe Church, as vilible. Hence there.b2z as. many diſtin vi- 
* ible Churches, as there be INDEPENDENT Jullarmes Ec- 
clefiaſtick. Dr. Sibbs thus , © Particular viſible Churches are Gofre/-anoint- 
** now.God's Tabcrnacle. The Chujc of the Jews Was a Na- 7"6"> P38-94- 
* tional: Chusch, but, nope God bath. creqed [particular Taber- 
&* nacles, Every particular Church under one Pattor isthEChurch 
* of God, a ſeveral Church INDEPENDENT. The Church 
* of England ( faith the ſame Author ) js called 4 particular 
& Church from other Nations, becauſe it is under a Oovernment 
* Givi, which is not dependent on any. other, Fofeigh Prince. 
Each Chureh, faith Voctius, as it bath us proper Form of an Fecle- Deſp. Cav. 
fiaſtical Body or Society, ſo its endued with its proper Government and ap. lib. 3. 
wniſdiftion; which it exerciſeth DEPENDENTLY wpan Chrift, 5 3: © + 
is Word and Spirit, but INDEPENDENTLY in. reſpett of al 
other Chnrgbes, Mr. Bates, © One Company of Men aſſet lcd, Treatiſe prin- 
% hath no Authority to impoſe things upon 'many Olvarthes. ted anno 
&* 7, None now have Apoltolick Authority, 2. Each Con "ge 1613. 
« tion is a Body INDEPENDENT of any Ecclefaſtical fo er. 
« There is no Ordinance of God for this, ( faith Mr. Tee) 
. * that Churches within a circuit ſhould be tyed to a certdin Heag- 
* Church for Government, pag. I pag. 13. that 
| © Be 
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C42) 
* noſuch Head-Church was ordained cither vertually, or aQual- 

* ly, but that all Churches were- ſingle Congregations, cqual, 

_ -*INDEPENDENT eachof other in regard of SubjeQion, 

orgy eng Every true Church (faith one) now is an INDEPENDENT Con- 
ſundr gregationJ and in another place, The Congregational Body Politick 


—_— An- fpiritualy INDEPENDENT, i Chriſt's Divine Ordinance in the , 


Goſpel, © One ordinary egation of Chriſtians, is a ſpiri- 
< tual Body Politick INDEPENDENT. That is, it hath che 
Confeſſion of © Right and Power of ſpiritual Adminiſtration and Government 
Faith, p. © init (elf, and over it ſelf, by the common and free conſent of 
Anno 16or, © —_—_ » INDEPENDENTLY and immediately under 
_ iſt, 
This was the Opinion generally of N. Conformiſts, as is ob- 
ſerved by one of themſelves in the Name of the reſt, as alſo by 
Sermon at B. Downam, © They ( that is the N. C. )- ſay, that every Pariſh 
Lanbith, p. 5. * by Right, hath ſufficient Authority within it ſelf, immediate. 
<« ly derived from Chriſt, for the Government of it ſelf in all 
« Cauſes Ecclefiaſtical. To the Pariſhional Presbytery confiftin 
© of their Pariſh-Biſhop and his Elders, they do aſcribe that ſut- 
< ficient, immediate, and independent Authority tor Eccleſiaſtical 
< Government for every viſible Church. 
_ That cy of Churches was aſſerted (by thoſe learned 
men of a lexter Age ) in relation only to a ſuperior Church- 
power,properly ſpiritual, and ſuch 4s is claimed jure divine 3-and 
not in relation to that Eccleſiaſtical Power which is in, or exerci- 
ſed from, the Civil Magiſtrate. Some of them have thus deſcri- 
bed a particular Church;. It's « Body Politick, ſpiritually indepen- 
dent, or in t in relation to a ſpiritual Superiority: which 
is expreficd fully, by him that wrote Chirch-Government - with 
the Peoples conſent, 115. * Though we affirm the Charch- 
« Government is # , and 4mmediately derived from 
& Chrift.z yet we affirm alſo, that the Civil Magiſtrate is even, 
; IR God though norhing tay be impoſed oo the Chriſia 
-- * E civilly., Andt nothing may be im on the Chriſtian 
"2" 7 To Chir againſt their Will, by any ſpiritwal Authority. ( for 
<ſo only we intend Y yet we withall, that the Civil Ma- 


« oiſtrate may impoſe on- them ſpiritual Matters, by Civil 
"<« Power, yea; whether they like 'or- diſlike, if it be good in 
<his Eyes, ,that Js, if he judge'it within his Commiſion from 
—_ 2 4/1 Fan 


And 
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And ſuch an Independency hath been pleadcd for alſo, and ar- 
giied by them to be much more confiftent with His Majeſties Su- 
premacy ,' than a DEPENDENCY or Subordination of Chur- 
| ches, to any ſpiritual Power. And it was their profeſſed Judg- 
ments, That no External Pewer ought to be exerciſed in {piri- 
tual Matters, any where ( within that ſpace betwixt a particular 
Congregation inſtituted by Chrilt, and the Catholick Vilible 
Church ) by any perfon but the Civil Magiſtrate, or by his Ap- 
pointment. | 

Take their own Words, They that make claim Jure Di- 
- vino, of Power and Furiſdition to meddle with other Churches , 
than that due Congregation of which they are Members, do uſurp upon 
the Supremacy of the Civil Magiſtrate, who alone hath, and ought to 
have a power of Furiſdiftion over the ſeveral Congregations in bis Do- 
minions, &c, A Proteſtation of the King's Supremacy made and 
publiſhed in Anno 1605, $.27. and in $.28. © The King him- 
« ſelf is to be General Overſcer of all the Churches within his 
* Dominions, and ought to employ under him, fit perſons to 
< overſee the Churches in their ſeveral Diviſions, viſuing them, 
© and puniſhing whatſoever is amiſs in any of them. 

Mr. Bradſhew in the Unreaſonableneſs of Separation , againſt 
Fobnſon, writes thus: It's their principal Honour ( ſpeaking of 
Archbiſhops and Biſhops ) to be Commiſſioners and Viſitors in Cau- 
ſet Eccleſiaſtical under the King, over the Paſtors and Churches of 
Provinces and Dioceſſes. In his Anſwer to Fobnſon's firſt Reaſon : 
And in his Anſwer to his ſecond. He queſtions him thus : 
1. © Whether the Supreme Magiſtrate hath not Power to overſee 
« and govern all the EveralCharches within his Dominion, yea, 
« whether he be not bound ſo to do. 2. Whether for his further 
« help and affiſtance herein, he may not make choice of grave, 
* learned,. and reverent men, to aſſiſt him in the ſameGovern- ' 
* ment. 3 Whther by vertue of his Power theſe perſons thus 
© called, to afhſt the Supreme Magiſtrate, may not lawfully try 
« the Gifts of Miniſters within his Dominions, convent them be- 
© fore them, examine how they have behaved themſelves in their 

© places, and puniſh the blame-worthy. 


In a Petition alſd to King James for Tolleration, © That your 

« Highneſs would afford us, and aſſign to us ſome perſons qua- 
* liked with Wiſdom, Learning and Vertue, to be under your 
G 2 * High- 
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| | (44+) 
© Highnefs oun Overſeers, for our more peaceable orderſy and 
* dutiful carriage of our ſelves, both in our worſhiping God, 
* and in all other our Aﬀairs, at your pleaſure, To whom with 
* all Readineſs and Subjetion we axe willing to be accomprtable 
* and an{werablc, always. 0 GN SEATS 

The opinions of learned men about Church Matters ( Go- 
vernment eſpecially) were colleted together, in a Treatiſe which 
was put into Latin by Dr. Ames, and in an Epiſtle of his pre- 
* fixed, avouched by him (who was'a man- much ſtudied in thofe 
Controverlies) to be the Judgment of Cartwright, Fenner, Faulk, 
Whitaker , Rainolds,. Perkins , Brightman , and thoſe, that were 
more Ancient : As Wichliff, Tyndal, . Rogers, Bradford , Gilby, 
Fex, Moore, Dearing, Noel, 'Greenham, Dogmata ifta, &c. Theſe 
Tenents (faith he) were either their Principles, or ſoconjun@t 
with them, as not to be denied, theirs... *Chrijt Feſs (faith the 
Author) bath not ſubjefed any Church or Congregation of bis 10 any 
other Superior Eccleſiaſtical , Furiſdifion , than zento that which is 
within it ſelf the Civil Magiſtrate alone upon Ea: th, bath poryer 
to, puniſh a whole Church or Congregation, Cap. 2.$. 3. and 
" more fully in $.12. © They hold and believe (faich he) chat 

© the Equality in Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction and Authority , of 
* Churches and Church Miniſters, is no more derogatory and re- 
© pugnant to the State and Glory of a Monarch, than the parity 
« or equality of Schoo!-maſters of ſeveral Schools , or Maſters of 
* ſeveral Families, Yea, they hold the clean contrary, that In- 
« equality of Churches and Church Officers in Ecclefiaſtical Juris- 
db. diQion and Authority , was that principally that advanced 
« Antichritt unto his Throne, and brought the Kings and Princes 
& of the Earth unto ſuch vaſſalage under him. And that the 
« Civil Authority, and Glory of Secular Princes and States, hath 
. * ever decayed and withered, the more that Eccleliaſtical Officers 
« of the Church, have been advanced and [cx up in Authority 
« beyond the limits and confines, that Chrilt in his Word hath 
« prefcribed unto them. And in Cap. 6, $.6. They arc ſaid to 
deny @ principal part of the Kings Supremacy, that huld any. Juris- 


diction or Offices over Churches jure divino, +: 1144 by 10e will 

«nd pleaſure of the King-and Civil States of the Rea! 14. 
And frgm what is ſaid, cps 5. $. 12. It is Cvidcyt that this 

way is as little prejudicial to the Subjects Liverty © For its ox- 


preſly there faid, If any Member of a Congr. +1 0417p rider a 


» 
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crime, ſhall of bimſelf forſake Communion wah the Church, that then 
the Eccleſiaſtical Officers, have no authority, or juxiſdiftion over bim, 
but only the Civil Magiſtrate, Parents, or Maſters, &&c. So that as 
perſons are free ( otherwiſe than from conſcience of duty ) to 
joyn with theſe Aﬀſemblies, fo alſo to leave them , remaining 3l- 
ways under the Magiſtrates Eccleſiaſticul power and care. 


I have made this Digrefſion, not only for the matters fake, 
whichis very ſutable to our preſent Subje& , but alfo tovindi- 
cate the Congregational way. 1. That it is not ſuch a Novelty as is 
pretended. - This of the equality of Churches, and thence an &n- 
dependency (from which we are reproachfully ſarnamed ) feems 
to be the worſt of our Tenents: Yet it appears to be no other, 
but what the reverend and learned of a former age have afler- 
ted. Nor do 1 know any other of their opinions or practices, 
but may as eafily be remonſirated, to be the aſſertions of thoſe 
holy men- ' Nor ſecondly, \inconſiftent with civil] Magiſtracy, or 
with their Power in Ecclchiaftical Aﬀairs. And as a further Teſti- 
mony hercof, they take the Oaths both of Allegeance and Swpre- 
macy. Protefſedly aſſent alſo to © All the Articles of Religion 
« which concern only the Confcflion of the true Chriſtian Faith, 
< and the DoQtrinot the Sacraments , compriſed in a Book enti- 
© tuled, Articles whereupon it was agreed by the Arch-bifhops and 
«* Biſhops of both Provinces, and the whole Clergy in the Convocation 
& Anno 1562. for the avoiding of diverſity of Opinions, and far the 
< ftabliſhing of conſent touching true Religion ,, as is required by 
Stat. 13 Eliz. cap. 12, And do humbly hope, living pcaceably 
under his Majefties Government, they fhall obtain their ſhare in 
that Indulgence his Majcſty NR purpoſed to ſhew to ſuch 
perfons, as through want of full fatisfaction, differ in ſmaller 
matters from the preſent Eſtabliſhmenc. 


A tourth Particular, which ariſeth- from -the former, is this. , j,7...,, 


Families being not ſubordinate one to another, they cannot 
aſſociate or unite into any-large or great Body 3 and therefore 
do, and may more conveniently retain their Government (though 
it be peculiar and 4iftin) in any Conmon- wealth, of what forin 
ſoever, without prejudice to the Peace and Weliare of it, Sa is 
it with Churches, their State and Government (as i is appoin- 
ted by Chriſt) is ſuch, as is confiltent with, and no prejudice 
unto any civil Powers under whom they arc ſituated... And that 
upon 


C46) 
-upon this account principally : Having no Dependency in Reſpet 
of Power or . Juriſdiction one on another, they cannot in their 
own Sphere enlarge themſelves by Subordinations , to a political 
Body of any ſuch Extenſion and Greatneſs, as may render their 
Obedience or Compliance more doubtful or uncertain. - It is 


* matter of Jealouſfic with Princes and States, when there is in 


their Dominions a Body, large and.extenſive, firmly joyned and 
compa in it (elf, -of an irftereſt peculiar and not holding of them, 
Particular Churches are of a ſmall compaſs, ſometimes compre- 
hended in One, ordinarily but of a few Families. So that in this 
reſpe&t, though their Intereſt and Government be peculiar, 
they may retain it, and for ſubſtance the ſame (as Families do) 
throughout the World. Which will fuxther appear in the fol- 
lowing Conſiderations. - | 

1. It is granted on all hands, That the Lord hath limited his 
Church to a Government which is perpetual, and for ſubſtance 


- to be the ſame in all places. As alſo that the Nations, from 


their Civil Government variouſly, and as they judge moſt 
prudent. - | 
2. Since the Wall of partition by Chriſts Death was broken 
down: The Goſpel and Chriſtian Churches were by Chriſts 
commiſſion to./be planted in all-parts of the World. It ſtands 
therefore with common reaſon, that the Church Government 
iſt hath left us, is of that Nature , as without any ſubſtan- 
al Alteration may comply with, and not be prejudicial to, any 
Civil Government. 
in particular Churches by Union become one body, for ex- 
tention as large as, the Civil State, There will hardly be a due 


and peaceable accord, and each enjoy its priviledge and Liberti 


without prejudice to the other 3 unleſs theſe two great bodies 
be moulded and formed one with reſpe&t unto the other. The 
Policy therefore of the Nation and the National Church of the 


' Jewes, were both reſpeRively formed by the Lord himſelf. 


4- Hence this opinion of States-men, that there is no form 
of Church Government left by Chriſt , or his Apoſtles 3 but to 


be moulded by the wiſdom and diſcretion of Chriſtian Magi... 


ſirates, as may beſt ſute and joynt in with the Civil Government. 
And of others the contrary, © The Commonwealth (ſaith one) 


* muſt be:made toagree with the Church, and the Government, 


< theteof.with her Government : for as the Howſe is before the 
I Hangings, 
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«* Hangings, therefore the Hangings which came after, muſt be 
« framed to the Houſe which was before : ſo the Church —_ 
& before there was any Commonwealth, and the Commonwealt 
* coming, after, muſt be faſhioned and made ſuitable to the 
& Church : We need none of theſe extteams. The middle way 
is this , Let not the Churches claim to be National or Provin- 
cial Fure divino, but leave ſuch diſpoſements to the civil Magi- 
firate, and be numbred with thoſe leſſer Societies , Families, 
Cities, Colledges, &c. For theſe do retain in themſelves much. 
the ſame form of Government and Freedom therein throughout. 
'S the World. | 

5. It isnot ſo much a different Form of Government : For in: 
each Republick there are contained leffer Societies of all Forms 3. 
but their Extention and Potency in numerouſneſs of Perſons, by 
which they are made up. Nor from this Principallity, but the na- 
ture of their Vnian and Incorporation begets the Jealouſies, If parti-- 
cular Churches become Dioceſan, Provincial, or: Nations] by Union. 
from the Law, or DireQiion of the Civil Magiſtrate, for the better 
exerciſe ofthat Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, the Lord hath intruſted.- 
him with, and conveniency of fuch perſons as he ſhall appoint to in- 
' | fpet the Churches; in ſuch acaſe the Greatneſs of Churches can-- 
not be diſturbent to the Civil Government, being fo directly un-- 


— we "> a__— SD 


der its cognizance. The Common-weslth (ſaith one) containeth all the Holy Common- * 
le in a whole Nation or more, united in ine Soveraign, but parti» #9, R. B. 


ar Churches (diſtin from the univerſal united in Chrift ) have ng Þ+ 3+ 230+ 


general Eccleſiaſtical Officers, in whom a Nation muſt Unite as one 

Church. How then become they to be termed a National Church ? 
' 8 Anſ. Ar ſeveral Corporations in one Kingdom, or as ſo many Schools 
' | that have @ peenliar form of Government, but ſuch only as is under 
' 8 (and united in) zhe iftrates Government in its kind, If this 
' & ſhould be claimed as the Law or Priviledge of cach Family, that 
the Governors, be it the Father, or Husband, or Maſter, are 
thereby inveſted by Nature with the ſame Power, in reſpe& to 
all Families in a Nation 3 and* by ſeveral Correſpondencies and 
Subordinations raiſe, and Unite themſelves at laſt into a general 
Aſſerably or Repreſentative. And by Vertue of that Enconomical 
Authority give Laws to the whole Nation, though not as their 
ould 


73 yet to the ſame perſons under another notion, that is, 
Children, Servants. There is no well Governed State 
ntertain ſuch a ſpreading intereſt as this, without great 
doubt-- 


2 Chron. 26. 
Maſfth. 16.19. 
with 24, 25- 


Matth. 10.23« 
24+ 20. 


The 5. Inſlante. 
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doubtfulneſs, lefl their Authority and Supremacy, ſhould hereby 
be much Ecclipled. » + | | 


6. But a particular Church conſiſting only of a few perſons - 
iv-it ſclf, and independent on others is necefſitated to depend, / 


under God, upon the Magittrate for proteQion. Which it they 


ſhould not obtain, but .be oppoſed and perſccuted 3 yet have no! 
ability to refit, being as a Family ſingle and alone, not able to; 


defend it {clt or molett others Nor it they were able. is it lawful 
for.a Chyrch to compel by the Sword, mure than the Magittrate 
way by the Keyes,or what is peculiar to the ſacred Function. Vzza 
erred in the latter, and Peter in the former. The primitive rule 
and practice was this, being perſecuted in one City to fly into another, 
and pray that their flight may not be in the Winter, No nor do we 
judg, that theſe ſpiritual weapons (the Keyes or Cenſures) may 
lawfully by a Church, or any Ecclefraſtical Aſſembly be threacned, 
or drawn forth againſt a whole Nation, and the chict Governors 
thereof, to urge or compel, eſpecially in State cencerment (as 
the Pope and ſome others have done) though it be truly in ordine 
ad fpirutmalia. | | 

The tifth Inſtance or particular is this. A Family of all Corpo- 
rations or Societies, is the lowelt (ſpecies or kind, it's Conſoctatio 


ſimplex & prima, and hath the leaſt of pomp or ſtate in the Gos. 


vernment of it. Cottages are built low , Palaces with many 
ſtories. one above another, Thoſe great and extcnlive Bodies 
Empires and Kingdoms, repreſent in their Government more ade- 
Yuatlythe myſtica! Church, in reſpe& to Jeſus Chriſt whois their 
King and Lawgiver, whoſe Kingdom is with Power and Glory, 


Nr him that is truly Imperial and Piincely, having Officers un- 


I Tim. 3« $s 


er him ( his Kingdom reaching to the utmoſt ends of the 
arth) whoin bis neme command reward, and puniſh. But Par- 
ticular Churches 2s Governed by his Miniſters , have their por- 

portion rather with chemneaneſt and loweſt Societies of men. 
The Scripture ſezms to point at more than a Gimilitude and 
likeneſs betwixt a Family and Church, in the managing of af- 
fairs 3 1 mean im the general, and what is it not determined by 
expreſs Inſtitution, Pax ſpeaking to Timothy about Church 
affairs» mentioneth theirexpertneſs in Governing a Family, as a 
ood preparative or qualification for Chwrch adminiſtrations. 
nd this is not only Negatively, of a man kyow not how to rule bis 
own houſe, how ſhall be takg care over-the Church of God, But af- 
hirmatively, 


Fi 
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frrnatively, Theſe things 1 writ , that thou mayeſt kyow bow thou 
onghteſt to behave thy ſelf in the houſe of God, which is the Church of 
the living God, The ſence is full in thoſe words, the Church of verſe 15+ 
the Aving God, yet it is added the bouſe of God, purpoſed as it 
were to carry the Eye back to what was written, ver. 5, which f 
ſheweth that there is a great affinity betwixt our Houſes and the 
Houſhold of God. In « Fathers Governing bis Children (faith one) 
| there is a litely reſemblance of ſuch Duties of Government, which be 
is to diſpence towards the Church. There is nothing enjoyned , the 
| Miniſter as a Father of Children, which belongeth not to him as be is a 
ſpiritual Father of the Children of God. 
On the other hand, it may be obſerved, this queſtion being a- 
mongſt the Apoſtles, who or which of us ſhall be the greateſt in the Matth. 18. r: 
Kingdom of Heaven ? upon ſuppoſition (the Church being ter- 
ms a Kingdom) there would be places of State, and higher 
dignity in it, as are in the Kingdoms of the World, Chriſt An- 
ſwers : There ſhall be no ſuch thing, no fog in one Apoſtle 
over another, no» the greateſt of you ſhall be the leaſt, and the firſt 'S 
ſhall be the laſt, Though a Jurisdiction and power truly Imperial, [ 
abſolute, and <qual to any of the Kings of the Gentiles, belongs to 
| BE - me, andI exerciſe it in thoſe ſpiritual adminiſtrations, yet no 
ſuch dignity may be aſſumed by you, Jus 2x #75. Luke 22, 25, 
1, When the Scripture ſpeaks of a particular Church under 
the notion of a Family or Houfhold , Government or Raling is 
mentioned as that wherein the fimilitude or proportion is moſt 
* | perſpicuous and clear, as hath been ſhewed : Bur ſpeaking here 
8 ofa Church under this expreſſion, « Kingdom, how purpoſely are 
 B wecautioned againſt animitation in Rule and Authority ? 
2. We may further obſerve that Ambition after greatneſs in 
thoſe that manage 'theſe great things, is an infirmity almoſt un- + 5 12: 
avoidable. For if 1. Such perſons, the holieſt men on the 3 
earth, thcy who had forſaken all to follow Chriſt. 2. And theſe 
| fo often relapſe into this folly after they had been reduced from 
, it by Chriſt. 3. And at ſuch times, immediatly after Chriſt ee” 
had minded them of his Death, and that one of them ſhould: be- 99%: 2919» 
1  traybim, when alſo they had newly been at the Communion Lube 22. 21, 
with him : What great cauſe is there that every man be 'very 24. & 19. 
, jealous of his own heart ? with 24+ 
r 3. lt is not unevident allo from the Diſciples often Diſputes 
- & about thcir greatneſs; that moſt of our controverſies and con- 
| ENtICNS 
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tections about Church-Government, if traced home, will bt 
found to arife from hence, namely : The having our Eye hxed (6 
much upon the lofty ſtate of a Kingdom as our pattern in ſuch ma» 
oagements, rather than that familiar and hamble way of a Fa- 
mily, For indeed this was the only breach and contelt that we 
read of, amongſt rhoſe holy Men, the Diſciples of Chriſt, 

4. And where ſuch differences are , a Reconcilement will be 
found more difficult , bgcauſe where the mind is bent on worldly 

tneſs, we are very dull and flow in underſtanding whatſoever 
{hall be ſpoken (though from Chriſt himſelf) that ſeems to croſs 
thoſe thoughts ; as appears alſo in that ſtory, Mark 9; 32. 

A Parent or Maſter would not cafily have been tempted into 
ſuch an Error, or make this queſtion, who or which of us ſhall 
be the greateſt? that is, have a paternal power over other Pa- 
rents and their Families, &'c. And had the Diſciples looked up- 
on Minifterial power under ſo low and humble a notion as what 
is Economical, James and Jobn would never have thought it con- 
gruous,; that they hould have an Apoſtolica) power over the other 

TEES Apoltles, Hoe Papatum fefellit, &c. (ſaith Cartw.) This deceived 

corſenſh Eccte. the Papocy, which governs throughout after the formof worldly * Em- 

fie. 4 repub. Pires. The Pope be is as the Bmperor bimſelf, the Cardinals as his 

formam illam Deligates or Repreſentative , the Arch-Biſhops 4s the Governors of 

magna parte Provinces, 8c» Hence John calls the Church of Rome, the Image 
markata of: of the Beaft, the Vizard of the Roman Empire. 

ry For further confirmation of this fifth particular or Inſtance, 

let -it be conſidered , how ſeldom and ſparingly a particular 

Church in the N.T. is termed a Kingdom. Although 1. Its Go- 

» vernment be derived as a Branch of Chriſts Kingly Office. 2. 

Church Ordinances are the moſt effeual means by which he 

exerciſeth his "ſpiritual Soveraignty in each mans ſoul, 3. His 

Myſtical Kingdom on earth, thus by parcels, comes to be whol- 

ly under an external * ſpiritual regiment, and 4, His Chuzch 

when National was managed in the Glory and Szate of a King- 

dom. Yet notwithſtanding all theſe leading occaſions, how 

ringly, and not without ſpecial Caution is a particular Church. 

us termed ?+ Whereas not only the Society, but the Govern» 

ment, Officers, Ordinances, Clrtlires. nd other Church matters, 

are univerſally and frequently delivered unto us by Chriſt and. 

his Apoſtles, in terms apt to mind us of this low and humble 

policy. To give ſome Inſtances thereof, 4 

\% I, \ 
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| unto us as the Howſe of the living Gad, 1 Tims 3. His 


, FI 
1. A particular Church or the Society ic (elf, is repreſented 


A 


Matih. 24s 45- over which he hath fect Rulers ( therefore to be 
underſtood of @ particular Church, for the univerſal is inme- 
diately-under the rule of Chriſt.) A Brotherhood, 1 Pet. 2, 17. 
and the Members of it Brethren and Sifters (as the Paſtors Fa-- 
therr) 2 Cor. 7. 15. Fam. 2.15, 1 Tim. 5. 2. and it is given as 
a title of Dignity, 2 Cor. 5. 11. Epbeſ. 4.21. Rom. 16. 1,23, 
2 Pet. 5. 12. yea to the Poor as well as to the Rich, and to thoſe 
of low as bigh degree, Fam, 1. | 
.- 2. Church Ordinances as 1. By teaching and admoniſhing the ,,, 
Word is ſaid to dwell amongft them in all Wiſdom uxirw wvyuy 
compared with Matth. 24. 45. The faihful and wiſe Ruler of 
Chrifts Houſheld is to give them meat in due ſeaſon, lt is a deſcrip- 
tion of Paſtors duty, who is hereby admonilhed to feed with 
edge, and to be much in it, that the Family may be richly 

and plentifully, and not ſparingly, niggardly fed, The Word 
dwelling, is the Houſhold Bread or Food, which by the Stewards or 
Minilters is to be rightly divided, 2 Tim.-2, 15. and reſpectively 
diſpenſed as milk to the Babes in the Family, and ſtrong meat to 
others, Heb.5. 13, 14. 1 Cor. 3+ 2. 2. The Sacrament an Or- 
dinance peculiar to this Society, it's repreſented unto us as the 
Smpper of the Lord, a Spiritual repaſt of Bread and Wine. It 
came in the place of a Family Ordinance the Paſſover, and fo 
termed : Churches being now become Gods Family , and the 
Lords Supper their Feaft, 1 Cor 5.8. but moſt to our purpoſe, 
are ſuch expreſſions as ſet forth the Governours and Diſcipline 
appointed to a particular Church, 

3. The Officers are as the Stewards and Servants in this Houſ- 
hold, and ſo termed not in relation to Chrift only, who is the 


. Lord, but to the Chyreb his Family. Chritt abates of the over- 7," A 4 


high expectations of his Diſciples, by telling them that thoſe 2m 


who are the chiefeſt amongſt them, ought to be even as Ser- 
vants in the Houſe, that attend at the Table, Lake 22. 26,27. 
There were thoſe in Corinth -raifed much above their level (whom 
Pawt perſonates in himſelf and Apollo and Cepbas) even equal ,,. 
with Chriſt, as having the Fountain of their excellency inthem- wich 4 6. 
ſelves, and communicated unto others of their own (as great 
Princes and Benefadtors ) like Chriſt : this being Loxdly. and 1 £97: 4-740% 
Princely, Paw tells them,they _ lils Kings, Toxeduce _ ver 8. 
2 this - 


1 Cor. I. 12, 


Exod. 12, 


Eph. 6. 9. 


2 C07. 12. 14» 


The 6 Inſtance, 


Pyop. to the 
Gen. Aſſem. 
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this exorbitant height to a juſt ballance, Paw! ſets down the rate 
they may value themſelves, 1 Cor. 4. 1. Let a man ſo account 
us, 4s of the Miniſters of Chrift, Stewards of the ' Myſteries of God. 

4+ Diſcipline and Cenſures, the Keyes that open and ſhut , this 
expreſſion hath its reference to a Houſe or City moſt properly, 
And in the firſt place, particularly the Cenſure of Excommuni- 
cation; Which is as the purging out of the old leaven, 1 Cor. 5. 7, 
13: this was done by a careful. and diligent ſearch into every 
corner of the houſe. So the Excommunicate perſon, like Cain, 
is caſt out of the Family , and droven from the preſence of God, 
With ſuch a one #ot toeat, is all one with holding him as a Hea- 
then and Publican. This Cenſure is temed a Rod, þa&/ © as the 
Correction of ourChildren is termed mS7as Diſcipline, ſee Beza. 
The Apoſiles being Spiritual Parents, rbreaten the Rod, that is 
fo cenſure in ty way, cap.13. 1. In the mouth of two 
or three Witneſſes, &c. compared with Matth. 18. And then verſ.2. 
If I come again Twill not fpare, which is the ſame with 1 Cor, 
4. 21. Shall T come with a Rod? 

The ſixth Inftance':: As the Government of a Family is low and 
humble, ſo it is carried on in the moſt familiar and affectionate 
way 3 there is an intimacy, and daily converſe with our Gover- 
nours. Inftrufion and Correfion are much ſweetned from that Fa- 
therly care and Aﬀection, we have experienccd in other dealings, 
It is thus with Churches 3 though the Power there exerciſed, be 
fome way coercive, yet brotherly, and ſubmitted unto with much 
Reverence, being adminiſtred by thoſe we love, honour, and de- 

upon, as Spiritual Fathers. Eccleſiaſtical Power (faith our 
Brethren of Scotland) is indeed furniſhed with Authority, yet that 
Authority is rather the Fatherly, than the Kingly Authority. 

We have ſaid that neither the cenſures of the Church, nor 
of civil Magiſtrate , morally work upon us further than we 
work upon our ſelves. Yet there is this difference, the weapons 
of the one being carnal , affe& the ſenſes, and by them the 
mind coming in upon it more ſuddenly and ftrongly. Senſe and 
Appetite have now a broad, ready, and more dirct way to 
the Soul than Reoſon. But Chuzch-cenſures touch us not, or 
very little in any Bodily concernment. So that nothing comes 
in upon us any way, but what we our ſelves are willing to 
let in. It is a great advantage therefore, and much to our 
Edification , that the perſons who + deal with us in ſuch 
a way 


(53) 
a way, be firſt let into us, that is,much in our affetions and good 
opinion, and having entertained the perſons, their miniſtration 
will the cafier beſet jn with them, and ſo we come”to be taken by 
Craft, as it were, ( 4$ the Apoſile exprefeth' it )* 2 Cor. 16. that 
is, we are induced by a ſweet and attraQive Bait, to take our 
ſelves. The Perſons therefore thatare over us inthe Lord, being 
ſuch as we intimately know, and dailyconverſe with, fuch as our 


ſelves have choſento be our ſpiritual Fathers, fuch- alſo! as we 


have experienced their goodneſs and tenderneſs in other Goſpel- 
Adminiſtrations : we more. cafily fabje& to their Rebukes and 
Cenſures, as coming from the ſame Aﬀection. The Ruling power 
in a Family, is you, know by thoſe that are intimately known, 
and greatly oblige, as Parents who daily care and'provide-for us 
for preſent and to.come, and therefore. though they correct 'us, 
yea, ſometimes in Paſſion, yet we give them reverence,” Hebr. 12. 9. 
Cenſures in Churches, or Church-Chaſtiſements, are therefore 
or owght to be from thoſe that inſtruc and give us our portion in 
ſpiritual Comforts ; the Rulers of Chriſt's Houſhold gives them 


their meat in due ſeaſon. We exborted and comforted, ( faith the 


Apolile )) and charged every one of them, as a Father dath bis Chil- 
dren. Paul can charge them, and with greater Authority, even 
in their own hearts who have had experience, how in a Fatherly 
way, he Exborts, Comforts, and Travels as it were in Birth with 
them. The Apoſtle urgeth Obedience and Submiſſion upon ſuch a 
Conſideration, Obey them that bave Rule over you, and ſubmit your 
ſelves ;, for they watch for your Souls, as they that muſt give im ac- 
connt, That is, there is an intimate and affectionate relation be- 
tween them and you, being ſuch, as Faſt, and Pray, and Mourn, 
and Rejoyce, yea, Eat and Drink with you daily at the ſame Table 


Mat.24.45- 


I Thef, 2.11» 


Hebr.13.7. 


of the Lord, and are intruſted with the Care of your Sefits from 
= "1 


the hand of Chriſt. 

This cannot be where the Paſtoral or Miniſterial Work is divi- 
ded, and the Keys of the Church hung apart. Thoſe that in- 
ſtruct us not, nay, are Strangers to us, Rule over ws; Rebukes and 
Chaſtiiſements in this ſpiritual way; are from thoſe whoſe Faces 
we never ſaw, or know ſo much as by name.. It's true, we may 
argue thus, They are ſtrangers, expe& no favour therefore , or 
mercy from them, if you offend : this procures Obedience indeed, 
but it is ina ſervile way. The mind of Chriſt is, that - as our 
Submiſſion to himſelf, ſo to his Miniſters (who even inCenſures 
- a& 


Pag.-45,45- 
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a& in his Name ) be affe&tionate, hlial, and drawn Irie 


of loves, 

Thus: have 1 game throughwith the Ioſtavees with what 
brepity the nature of the maveer would permit. —_— not tnt- 
tended to parallel theſe Societics 


in on to the intrinfick Form of 
Dan of Cn, re tenth if Nr bt ym 
fog ftate and babitude of Eccleſiaſtical Government as Chuerches 
bt of Nature and compmon Keaſon contribute bereunto, being ſo much 
What hath been ſaid, I hope tends to Ulnion and Ac- 
and by the 0 is Chrift, do PI 

racy pg w- | —__ pry Aa eras 

ſach who elm ſole; FO 20, = 


Government peculiar to.cach : ( in.a Church is frons the 
CO OR hong caſio what the 

3m , 

———_— Thoſe that bold any ſpiritual Government ure Divino, 


GAP. VI. 


4 freer 0 Of the FriſtiBirn ever Particular Churebet in 
oaryy <P 


TP dic. 5 
ond in other placer. 


Objed. 2. Here are $ yds Conſiftories.Colloquies and other Ec 
- clekiaſtical Courts, which emexciſe..am Authority 


o'Þ. eas gain ent ag: 


' in (piritualmatters over Churches :' Thereforc that of the Magi 


ſtxate before — is not. ſo neceſſary, 

Anſw. It is ly denied, and afſerted, That theſe gr 
Aſſemblies, Sed, Cras Colomte, and the like, ySy _ 
hang coaive JuriſdiQion, as we mention ed, or arcdependent 

panghe Civil:Magiſtrato for it. This we ſhall ſhew, by declaring 
more fully what Eccleſiaſtical Power is exerciſed by Synods, or 
ſuch Courts. 1. In this Kingdowe. 2. In other Reformed Churches. 

_ The Kecleſiaftical Comms in:this Kingdom are of two ſorts : 

I, There are, we know,. Spiritual Courts, ( {o termed ) ſuch 


as the Prerogative, the robes, Gourt:.of F aculties, the Archdeacons 
and ſeries Courts : Thele daim only. from the Civil Powers, 
as was ſhewed' before. In the Statute of 37 Hen. 8. c, I7. it is 


declared, That the Arc s, Biſhaps, Archdeecons, and otber. Ec- 


clefialticsl Perſons, hatie no manner of Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, but 
by, fun. and under the King's Roybl Mujofty.. By the Statute alſo 
of 


" | "> & Md. 
of 1 Edw. 6. c 2. 4ll-Courts Ecclefiaftical within the Realms of 
nd and Ireland, owpbt to _— no other Power or "Authority 
ther Foreign or within the Realm, the Authority of His moſt «+ 
Mije And it was further Enacted , That all their 

Proceſs þþ --.ib under the King's Seal,aud His Nome and Style, 
ec. but fince- repealed, Dr. Coſens, in his learnedDefence of 
them, and their Proceedings, allerts thus : They are ( ſaith he ) 
warranted by the Statute Canon Law of this Nation ; profeſling, 
alſo, that there were Reaſon enough againſt thoſe Eccleſiaſtical 
Proceedings, if they were not claimed from the Crown, but from ſome Apel. Part 1. 
othet Authority immediately, as the Popiſh Clergy did theirs from , by Cay. 1. 
the means and direfion of the Pope. | 

2, Our Convocation or General Synod, which makes Laws and 
Canons about matters that are more ſpiritual. This is an ancient 
Court, and hath formerly been in it ſelf of great Authority in.Ec- 
cleſiaRical Regulations; it's not ſo nowy but dependent. upon the 
Civil Magiſtrate, for whatſoever JuriſdiQtion or Coetcive Power 
there exerciſed, which will appear in theſe. Particulars. 

1. There are no Laws or Canons made by the Biſhops, and 
others of the Clergy in the Convocation, that oblige under any yy. ,;. 
Penalty, without the Stipulation-and Aﬀent of the Civil "4 vim legis pri- 
Grate, be it cither in matters of Faith or Diſcipline. 39 Ar- uſquam Regius 
ticles and Canons about them, concluded upon by the Synod in 4[enſus furrit 
Anno 1562, engaged no man, under any Penalty in our Law to cages. 
believe, profeſs, or ſubſcribe, until they had an Aﬀent orEſtabliſh- J,crrnoxgs 
ment by the Civil Rpwers.. Nor can they proceed | agpiol any cenſurit,. Cor 
Crime, as Herefie,” Apoftaſie, or go acne in DoQrine, but fins Palic. Ta. 
won RN = 1 kg Þ & 

And for matters iſcipline a i, it appears by the 
LettersPatent, Copies whereof are annexcd to the Cinous pub- 
liſhed in Auno 1603, and 1640, That 1..All power to met, con- 
fer, treat, debate, and agree yon any matter for. common good, is from 
ſuch Licence, Power _—_ Authority 48 #- granted to the Ns 
Biſhops, Chancellors, and other Members of the Convocation from His 
Majelty of His ſpecial Grace, and by virtue of His Prerogative Royal 
and Supreme Authority in Ecclefiaſtical Cauſes. And 2. the Synod: 
having zreated of, concluded and agreed upon Canons, Orders, &c. 
To the end and purpoſe by His Majeſty limited and preſcribed 
unto them, they are to offer and preſent the ſame to His Majeſty 
in writing : He, »pon mature conſideration taken thercupon, may al- 
low, 


LU 


> ('54,) ® 
e Licence |, approve, confirm, and ratifie, or otherwiſe diſallow, anihilace 
i — and make void ſuch, and Jo many of the ſaid Canons, Oriirs &e's 
be ſhall think, fit, requiſite, or convenient. And none of thoſe Canons, 
” &c. ſhall be of . any force, effed, or validity im Law , but only ſuch, 
and ſo. many bf them, and after ſuch time as His Majeſty by Hit Let- 
ters Patents ſhall approve and confirm the' ſame: | 
, The . Civil Magiſtrate ea, Semen what time' he ſhall 
pleaſe, yea,wholly deprive any Biſhop or Bi from their Office 
and Place in this Synod, who are the chieteſt Members thereof. He 
* cook anfir; AY Commiſſionate alſo by Writ *, what other Perſons He ſhall 
pag-q+ cap. 74. PIEAle to fit in. Convocation with them. And if occaſion be, He 
may likewiſe wholly conſtitute another Synod, and nominate each 
Field , of the particular Perſon of what Quality and ot what Number of His 
Church. Lib. $+ Natives as He ſhall pleaſe, and give them like Authority in Eccle= 
Pere 33" ,argg Kaſtical matters. So was that Synod of the 32. appointed (by 
— . na» Het, 8. and aft ds by Edw. 6. ) to do the work of aSynod, 
minare, & as- and preſent a Body of Eceleſiatical Canons for Gontirmation by 
thoritatim da» the Magiſtrate, © = 
CA 3. Theſe Laws, faith* Cook, are termed Regie Leges Eccleſi- 
; s placwrit frſtice, and atiother ſuch Eccleſidftical Laws as now are m force, are 
vjuſmods in-- called. the. King's Eccleſiaſtical Laws, for that now ll Furiſdiftion, 
digenis ſubdl- whether it be Temporal of Ecclifiaſtical, is the Kingr. And it there 
tis quos 3d%- he any thing Lifcult or doubttul in theſe Laws, the Interpretati- 
= _— on is ultimately to be given in the Civil Judicatures. So Cook's 
de Pol. Tah, Jaſtit. pag, 4.cap. 74+ To the King allo is the laſt Appeal to be 
1. 4 made, and Delegates appointed by Him, give final Determinatien 
* De Ju. Ec in'Controverfics; after adjudged by thoſe Laws and Canons in 
Þ48-9- any, yea, the higheſt of thoſe Ectlefialtical Courts. "Ultims 4p- 
wn geo pellatio fit ad Principem & non extrs Regnum, ſaith Dr. Coſen, and 
25 Hen.8.c.15, tells us It is i Jarifiction Corone Regie de Fure debita. | 
25Hen.8-c.21, 4. The King's Majeſty may diſpenſe with any of thoſe Canons 
or Ecclefialtical Laws, indulge the Omiffion. of what is enjoined 
by them, make void the Crime, and remove the Penalty incurred 
by breach of them, yea, and give Faculty to do or practiſe other- 
wiſe, any Synodical Eſtabliſhment or long uſage to the contrary 
notwithttanding, in what offends not the Holy Scripture and Laws 
of God. | 
4 5. The King, may exempt Perſons ind Societics from the Juriſ- 
diction of the Ordinary or Biſhop, or any cle who are to execute 


: -rts, and as a Prcrogative 
De Ture Ecclife ee Cinons, . This may Logs Cay aberts, end nw 
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many loſtances of ſuch Diſpen+ 


by Patent from Ew. 6. oh | 
face the then Eublibinont.cnd cxcxciſods Dijigtamand Forms 
to their own Perſwaſion, our Synod and 


Worltip and 
A ee Ge. _ opal 


otherwiſe, Declaration of October, 1660, 


6. There is no matter or thing a to Res, or | 
firſt Table-Duries, or ſo intimate | | [2 
ans ems WY I es pens rk | . bh 
and Canons about : But the like things have been eRabliſhed by | Me 
the Civil Powers ( more than ſometimes for Advice ) without 
it , as will abundantly appear in the many Statutes and Laws of 
former and later Times, as againſi Swearing, Perqury, Sabbeth- 
breaking, &c. That one inſtance, the Luwrgy, _— 
Priefts and Deacons, the many Rubricks in cach of t Books: 
are ſo many Canons and Eccleſiaſtical Conftitutions, infomuch as 
forme have termed the Parliaments of England Synods, or Re- 
preſentatives of the Church of England 3 obſerving allo, that in 
the King's Writ, by which a Parliament is called,there is expreſly 
committed unto them the Conſiderations of what concerneth the 
; Church as the Kingdom of England. 


There hath been alſo Iajundions, Declarations, Advertiſements, 
Proclamations, and-the like Edits PR in Ecclcſiaſtical Mat- 
ters, 
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ters, from time to- time by: our Princes, withour calling or 
adviſing with a Synod: And Obedience -hath been: xequired 
unto t Precepts, bythe Ordinary in each Dioceſs, 'as 
well 'as to | the Canons - and. Ecclefialtical Laws made by 


| "The ndency thereforc-of Synods and Convocations upon 
the Civil Magiſtrate, according/to the Conſtitution and Practice 
here in England, is very great and apparent : For, | 


: I; They can make no Canon, or Eccleſiaftica] Law, without 
the Civil Magiſtrate , but he can and may without 


Bs Majeſties | IL. None of their Laws, though ever ſo Ancient, but may be 


Licence to tht 
Convocation', 
May 12.1640. 


revoked:by a Parliament 3 bus the Rubricks, or Eccle- 
fiaſtical Laws eſtabliſhed by it, may not be medled with 
| by the Convocation. | 


-I ſhall conclude with B. Biſon, who ſcerms to ſtate the Nature 
and Occaſion of Synods, as they are in this Kingdom, very fully, 
and indeed much as they ought to be whereſoever they are called; 
his words are theſe : 3 


T4 Y c 
D. BAI. Per, © | © With-us noSynods may afſemble without the Prince*s War- 
Gov. cap. 16. '© rant, as well'to meet as toconſult of any matter touching the 


© ſtate of this Realm : And: why ? They be no Court ſeparate 
* from the Prince, nor ſuperior to the Prince, but ſubjected in 
< 211 things to the Prince, and appointed- by the Laws of God 


- < and man; in Truth and Godlineſs,. to aſift av&dired the Prince 


<« when and where: they ſhall be called to aſſemble 3, otherwiſe 


< they have no power of themſelves to make Decrees, when ther 


< is a Chriſtian Magiſtrate,neither may they challenge the judicial 
« hearing or ending of Ecclefiaſtical Controverſies without 0 


: < againſt thePrince's liking, 


+ Tt appears evidently hereby , that in the Jo ment: of 
Learned Author, Synods, in their Nature and Ule, are not fc 
Rule and Government , where there is a Chriſtian Magiſtrate; 


or otherwiſe than as Aſliftants only to counſtl and adviſe 
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He Synods in other Reformed Churches claim a coercive Juris- n;c19, ,4$00:. 
JF gidion, from an intrinfick right received; immediatly from 1b. 2. 7. 11. 
Jcſus'Chrilt, as Miniſters of the Goſpel. Thercbeing no expreſs aſs 47. of G. 
Scripfures to uphold this Afſertion, and the light of Nature and Aſſemb. before 
common reaſon being ſuppoſed ſufficient to create a jus divinum. 94g of 
The Authors of this perſwaſion argue thus, Fus divinum 
© In all Kingdoms and Republicks, it wrong be done. by in- regiminis, cap. 
« ferior Courts, we may have right by appealing to a Court ſu- 3: 
© perior in Authority 3 there ought therefore to be ſuch an order 
* in Churches, that is, a Claſhs, Synod, &+c. - That there may 7,; v, ,12;m. 
«* be regular Appeals in like Caſes. And further they argue, if cap. r. - 
* jt be not ſo, when whole Churches or their Conſiftorics trapſ- 
« ore(s, there is no- ordinary Remedy. -. The Provifion Chriſt _ 9 So 
« hath made for Government in his Church will be found-de- © 4 
« fetive: For though there be a Remedy for particular perſons z Ruthert: prace- 
« yet for a Church offending, there is none, if there be not a ©! P!it4, cap 
- Gotrins Church os Eccleſiaſtical Power to appeal unto. | dforicn of the 
| Leaving wholly what they pretend from Scriptures: I ſhall exa- Gower. of Scor. 
mine this only their Reaſoning from common light, it being more ty G. Gilleſpie, 
ſuitable to our preſent ſubjeR 3 and in the general (ay. . (6 > Eo 
1, In the Myſteries of the Goſpel (from which by theirown ,,-, | 
conceſſions, Church-communion and Diſcipline is not to. be ex- ; 
cluded any more than Preaching or the Sacraments) It is vety 
unſafe to make the dim Eye of Reaſon our Guide. Of what gd- 
vantage ſuch ſuppoſitions have been, in producing Arminianiſm, 
Socinianiſm, Platoniſm, &c, but eſpecially of the many groſs Er- 
rors and loathſom Superſtitions in Popiſh Worſhip: we cannot 
be ignorant. 
2. An Appeal (as underſtood in this diſpute, and ordinarily by 49»: 2+ 
Civilians) Is a provocation to a ſuperior Tribunal, upon the error or 
wrong done by an Inferior. Such an Appeal is not eſſential to Go- 
vernment, unleſs we can ſuppoſe a progreſſus in infinitum : Nor 
is there a defeQ in that Government where it cannot 'be had, 
Some Societies are 1, So low and little in compaſs, as they need 
not ſuch Appeals. A Family is a compleat Society or Corporati- 
on, though there be not a Superior in the ſame kind, that is, an 
Economical power to appeal unto 3 ſo may aChurch be, though 
not a Superior in a ſeries, properly Spiritual ar Ecclefialtical. 
2, Others ſo High. 1f there be an Error or Wrong .done in or 
by a gencral Aſſembly or National Synod, -( ſuppoſed in the ex- 
13 Grcile 
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Argud by thy exciſe of owes of greateſt ). we have nor 
nd: Superior pu 3 | onrmep: they term their Chanel ts or 
Anno 41. Gene Aﬀe an Independent. If it be faid, as it is by ſome, 

p. I, 2, 9» may appeal from itto an Oecumenical Councel. Anfw. Theſe 
7 their De- ih Coomach have erred, and may, and what then is the Reme- 
p rb pt Kf dy, or further Proviſion To what Ecclefiaſtical Tribunal Supe- 
Petition. P.1ro. rior can we appeal from them? . 

Anſm, 3 Toanfwer more particularly : This Reaſotiing being grounded. 
upon a Similitude betwixt the Miniſterial Government of Chriſt, 
and the Political Government of Kingdoms, we ay there is not 
Par ratio, and therefore no jult conſequence. The Diſparity will 
"= im divers Particalars. 

T. heir Natures, as Civil and Religiow Aſſemblies. In this 

Diſparity. > Guo pm + fo at as Councels, Schoolmen,and Caſiiſts, who 
a 2a — Appea oy pan — in da fu mem par my Jaw wry the 

OT thenk conſtantly a ce ied, as it 
recbengnn] is an Axiprn, ſaih-One, That in Religious Cauſes, the Voice of Ap- 
probes geligio- Peating is not to be beard or mentioned, And in the bin Chepter 
ſos Aypilatio- he gives us the Reafons of itin theſe words: $4 in ordinariis cor- 
nts vocem au» reffonibus \ 4 ane juxta diſciplinam religioſam fiunt, locum baberet Ap- 
— te Pellatio 4 Priore ad Provincialem, & 4 Provinciali - ad Generalem ;. 
Slee. Thes. 4. magna Ppxrturbatio, a Ziſciplina religioſa fine dubio corrue- 
page 99s ret, Bcc. © '© In ordinary Cenſures, and ſuch as are according to a. 

"M ſetigjeus Diſcipline, if Appeals ſhould be made from the Prior. 
© to the Provincial, and from the Provincial to the General, it. 
* would breed a great Diſturbance, and be doubtleſs the Ruine. 
es brow wor Diſc pline: For, 1. Inferiour Governours would 

One: deſpiſed, and bave little Reverence or Fear. 2; By. 

dilatory way, opportunity will be given by Friends , or 
*under-hand working, to prevent any Religious Diſcipline, It is. 
® therefore expedient for the good of Religion, that there be a. 
© more finiple way of procedure in theſe fo iritual CorreQions, 

*and that it be without any kind of Appelſation: Thus far 
Soto de Juſt Szarez.. And others of them alſo tell us, That in a voluntary and 
th. $4. 6. art. brotherly Society, it's more comely and honourable to end Offences 

and Differences in a private and peaceable way , amongſt __ 
ſelves, and within the Society, than by ckmorous Appeals , 
make Matters more publick. It ſhould not be of little nd Fo 
alſo with us, the Tenderneſs of Chrilt, if it be confidered, and 
how he would not have Breaches and Offences amongſt Brethren. 


0 


(or ) 
ro. be thade more publick, of carried further than Þ& neceſſary. 
And by any thing we find in the Text, there is no Neceffiry we 
ſhould carry Macters for Cenſure, out of the Church where the 
Offence is3 if there were, doubtleſs Chriſt would —op4 mary 
direQion as well for the managing of Appeals FROM a Church, 
as IN aChurch, Mzr.18. 15,16, 17. where each Rep and cir- 


cumſtance, in the progreſs from leſſer to a greater Authority, is 


deſcribed, 

From the different condition of Pwniſhments in reſpe& ta Re- 
lief, if unjuſtly inflifted. Church-Cenfures have little operation 
on us, further than our own Conſcience and the Spirit of Chriſt 
make them effeQual,b meg age in uporr its : Bat if infli- 
'&d where no juſt Cauſe, and errante, the Spirit of Chriſt 
will not convince us of Sin, or let inSatan's Terrors,nor any ſuch 
impreſſions of Grief or Sharge as much to afflit us ſ 
cent, How. little hath the Pope's Bulls, or ſuch Thundrings from 


Rome, been valued of 3 or new mpromnns ent ont. 
of our 97 Conrte, when we know it is but for a Foxr-penny 
Offence * InCivil Afairs it is much otherwiſe; Far, be the Sen-- 


tence juſt or wi Bunny Sik - jevons, arid 
VET, in reſpe& of Life, Liberty, Faigee 3 afd 


there is no way either toavcid or micigate ſach wrongs ; barby 
Appeals: LS fewer Tauren pore ir en. of Dr, 


in reſpe to Eccleſiaſtical Cenſuresglittle or nothing at.all. 

The ordinary end and wſe of , is cither, 1. For Re- 
lief of Perſons ſuffering: Or, 2. That corrupt Judges be cenſu- 
red, and unjuſt Sentences reſcinded. Perſons come to be nelieved, 


when by Appeals to Higher Powers there is a berrer underftand- 


either 1. in the Rule and Law 3 or, 2a more righteous judg- 
mand wager FaQ. There are none of theſe Ends or 


of an Appeal ſo accorplifhable in anEcclefiaſtical Proceſs, as ina. 


Civil. | | 
1. If the Rule be obſcure, a right underftanding of it nay #n- 


fallibly be had by appealing inCivit Aﬀairs; the Supreme Court 


is here on Earth, that made the Rule or Law 3 what's determi- 
ned by a Parliament, or ſuch Perfons as are intruſted by it to this 
purpoſe, is to us unqueſtionable. 

But it's otherwiſe in Church Aﬀairs, our Law-giver is in Hea-- 


ven, and cannot in ſuch a forenſical way he” appealed unto,nor hath+ 


him, of greater Authori- 


he left any Vicaror Viſible Judge un 
P ty» 


being inno-- 


TW. 
Diſparity. 


mr 
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ty, w reſp of 'Tofallibility, than a particular Church, which ; 

1 Tim. 3- 15. the ard. pillar of truth. The Papiſts, ſome of them in great 

and. weighty matters ( not otherwiſe ) that are ſpiritual, yield 

Appeals 3 but it's upon this Suppoſition, that the Cauſe, at laſt, 

will be brought to a Tribunal that is Infallible, Licitumeſt ( ſaith 

Aragon, in 2..P..de. Aragon ) in re grave cuique cauſam ſuam defferre ad ſedim 

. 2. 4: 69-4. 3» Apoſtolicam, quando vel ex imperitia, vel ex Paſſione inferiorum judi- 

0. cum qui homines ſient ac decipi poſſunt, injuriam patitur : .The Pope 

cannot be deceived he is more than a'Man. : 

2. Matters of FaQt, by reaſon of Appeals, come to be ſenten- 

ced ata great diſtance from the place where the Crime and Of- 

Fence: lieth, which in Worldly Concernments may with more 

: Righteouſneſs be done, than in what isSpititual, and of Church 
Cognizance. 


conſidered, and according, to the. groſs Act, but brought to the 
' Church, not as $izs ſimple; but as Scangals and Offences, which 
is a Cortlideration not ſo obvious, but requires good judgment in 
the Witneſſes, as well as in the Judges. The Obſtinacy alſo , or 
Penitency of the Perſon offending, accordingly as Teſtimony ſhall 
be given of cither, is a more ifhcule matter to make out, than 
er the Six it felt, or the Scandal. Repentance, Godly Sor- 
row, or the contrary, is. the principal thing to be regarded in 
Church-proceſs. Repentayce, I ſay, in truth and ſincerity, fo far 
.as we can judge in ( a ſeeing and not blind ) charity; * It is.not 
_only the Paſſion, Sorrow, o> thame, but. Godly Sorrow , which is 
more ſpiritiial, and wg op in the heart, and requireth much and 
particular. knowledge of the Perſon, and his temper, and ſuch as 
cannot be attained at a diſtance,but by frequentand familiar Con- 
verſe. Toit in theStool of Repentance, ſtand in a White Sheer, 
..or do Penance, ( as it's termed ) theſe are ( as the fruits of the 
fleſh ) manifeſt, and judged of at the greateſt diſtance; it's not ſo 

Prov. 2v. 5. deep, as weneed much underſtanding to-draw it out. . 
2+ The Cenſure, whether binding or looſing, is to be exccuted 
always by the particular Church where the Offender is a Member, 
thoſe perſans.above all others are to have a particular knowledge 
of his Crime and truc Repentance z they are to forgive, and con- 
2 Cor. 2. 9. - firm zhair love, or otherwiſe, to withdraw trom him. Jf THY 
Mat. 18.1517 Brother offend thee, let bim be unio THEE an Heathen, &c. The 
Execution .of the Cenſure being by each Brother of that Church, 
| it 


3 


#4 4 . ” 3..40: , - : 
anc, Son an... —_ ways 4" WS Y 
"oe —. | , c - _ 
— Po; Tr oo,” «2 & Wa" os Ez SF owe TrITSry 
+ - . - « i, þ ”_ - - Y _— wv : £ "A. os o 4 * of 4 4 mn > , 


%, 


I. Tranſgreſſions come under a Civil Judgment, as matcrially 


<5 


y ” 
: , » 


(.63-) 
it is neceſſary the Examination of the matter be before them. Spi- 
ritual Duties are. not to be performed upon an implicit: Faith, 
What knowledge, but by . remote herelay, can .a Church in the 
Orchades have of a mans repentance or obſtinacy , the ultimate 
tryal and.cognizance whereof, is taken by a.Synod at 
Civilcenſures are, for SatisfaRion of the whole Nation, and: nat 
thePariſh as Borough! ogly where the crime was committed : but 
' ins Church-cenſure, the particular Afſembly being only,  and.no 
other Congregation, or perfon mow leavened , and charged 
with the offence , arc principally, in the firſt place con- 
cerned, to have ſatisfaction of the repentance and ſubmiſſion of 
the perſon offending : For by. this. means .only their Lzmp or - 
Church, becomes again wnleavened. - of cow? . 
., 4+ The other (before. mentioned) and Uſe of Appeals is, , Diſparity. 
that our Judges and their Sentence be cenſured and judged by ſu- 
rior Tribunals. To which proceeding, the Judges /in Civil — _ 
adicatures-are liable 3 but there is not the like Subordination jn - ka wo, A 
| fortheſe Reaſons, '' | 7 +41 eaſuem diſſol- 
. 2. All the Poawex and Authority placed in their Inferior Gourts, v:t»r. 
is no other but the. influx of the ſupream Civil Powers, to whom * {th Pa- 
we always make our laſt Appeal, and. therefore praper to them, ND 5» 
toſufend Attings, nay utterly to deftroy in part.orin whole, what fencialiter & 
Jurisdiction is derived from them, as appears inthe Conſtitution integraliter | 
pa aca But it hs, ſo here a particular\Charch.. . The * gg 
urt we are to Appeal from, hath not its Being or. Jurisdiction, | of 
from a Claſſis or Synod 3 * theſe rather rr Br from —_ _ Syn 
it, being Repreſentatives only , as. our Brethren have formerly pag. 13. . 
written. Particular Churches, they term Eeclefie prime, and Sy- Parker de Ps- 
nods Ecclefie orte,. Again, if Synods. (as;they. grant ) exerciſe lit. Ecclef. lib, 
over Churches a Power only cumulative, not deftrutiive : How can 4 rag ye 
they Excommunicate a- Church , ſecing Excommunication ren- ritative my : 
ders a Society as Heathens and Pwblicany, which is to unchurch churching of as 
them, as Mr. Rutherford rightly affizms. | obſtinare 
2. Although whole Churches may be puniſhed for male Admi- — ay h 
niſtration by the Civil Magiſtrate, yet may not an Eccleſiaſtical nes yn 
Power meerly ſuch, do the like; for todeſiroy.or fave whole So- cap. 18Þ223, 
cicties, for the Evil ofa major part, or a few perſons, is the pre- 24P-222-Ex- 
. rogative of the Lord himſc]t, which he communicates alſo in COMMunication 
ſome caſes to Civil Magiſtrates, his Deputies, but in no caſe to an hon o 
Churches 3 it being an Authority high and Princely, and not at c1urching. 


all 
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all ſutable to ſuch as haye only « Minifiry, and-not a Dominion, 
Biſhop Davenant tells us, That s Cenfirre it not ' to. be drawn on-the 
Duty ooh Body of the Church; Lo as the Laws forbid 16 Extonmunieate 
, 4 ey or Corprto becauſe it may my Gps that thoſe are m- 
4g nocent may be intangled in the c—_ | Hake = 
rem nnd eep Fe Communim of the Format; be 
this cannot wit ond contempt to "that 
ys ok, What ever Formerly of the fows cr og bives 
in $Synods hath been aſſerted, yet flee rpm further debate we 
are told 3 this ſame Excommunicating of whole Churches is a thing 
. not known in the Presbyterian-Government, and not the Churches, but 
A ſſemb. diſputes p__ perſons-in the Churches are cenfered. But how canwe 
pag. 180, lay ſingle, ſons only are to be cenfured, and not the-whole 
"1, CG Whenss we know the contending parties of w what-con- 
dition ſoever , "are both equally liable to the Cenſwre of the 
Now when matters are brought by Appeal to a ſuperior 
the Court Appealed from, Ro and in his dog 
no higher terms than the pars appe 
Bue == ea and d hte p.m $4. pra 
' "pxtonnunice- Synod I.  Chnnches contor 
'$io $ju4z ogy have'ſuch a oy-h ore) in Civil meme, The, 1. he this Nature 
naxczatio poſt are tot to be made to any, but perſons inveſted with ſuch a - 
begitimen la. pIWver; as ſuſpend, or make void in part, orin whole, the 
am, oft eo powerof that Court by whom the wrong hath been done and 
Nerds: $3- Appeated from, as hath been ſhewed, © 


2, If there be no Power in a Synod, of fuch a proportion ſu- 
perior 'to a Church, as to cenſure it by Excommunication or 
© Suſpenſion at leaſt: Then will the ayer pF s 


adjtcng ſack" Appaab , be neceſſally unders twofold Juris 


e, which tends to the - 
imaged: whois ore" and the Charch rn perm: | 
Appchenfions vary about the ———_— er, one of 
oor yp aaargrootooparnh Ayer Agr ercon- 


3. There is no ſapply of a (i Defe , or Addition of 
what was not before, for if their ſuperior powers Excommuni- 
cate particular Members only and not the whole Church : This 
is nothing more than each particular Church hath power to go. 
And itis as much an Ordiaance of Chriſt, where two ales + 
that 


4 < &) 

" thats $ldfſer number are. gathered cogether, 3z3wherea greateri +, 
a Cenſate by the Charch at Kenerig, is as much a Cenfure, as if 

by Corinth, If a ter Seflions Execute a man, its as much 

-” coun as if judged by the' Aﬀeze; King/-Bench or Par- 


lament.” The: reaſors is obvious, its the Law t judges him, 
not this'or that Judicature: So it is the Law and tment of 


Chrif that Excommunicares, not this or that P , greater 
or lefs, and this Law is the fame to all. 

We come now to the other part of the FDTY PRI 
ight of Nature, If Appeals be not, there will be a defet in 
Fr odurvrngrmnae) Perſons are heft withom vemedy, for wrong 

Lanfiwer with Sarcs in the fame caſe, frgumentanr eff (faith De virture | 
he) ob ſpecie ad gems negatioum, defenſio oft genws & Take pete Ton: -1-99- 


quam appell x10. ad ſuperiorew >} ; | 
Lge: modes ogg L, Ore quod ft fueers rd | 
arvtfies 


Y <Ie is an Argument from the Species ro the Genw, 
« ways of dclence. We may have-rccourſe to 2Superior by fimple 
Ts , or'by way of Supplization; which: is a re-" 
« and divers fxom an Appellation, and muct'myore becom-' 
fate of Religion 3 thus that Author. More perticular- 

hr Ys we therefore Anſwer, » 


I. There may be a fiſficient defence or rengedy, wengy any Mpeat:. 
2, There may be Appeals, thaugh not in. ſuch @ woy.. 


* 7. For the firlt, this Adifrefs or Rechſus roothers Superior or 
equa), i»not for the putring forth any At of JutiſdiGiou or Com» 
pany: Such perfoms imerpofe by way of Intreaty, Perſwakion, : | 

lead - Sor er of the w ; Reproving, T reathin Or in | 
fuch way,as x fin Paftor may eal with any of Tag | 
Pant ofing ing difference berween Philemon and Onfrn, Th Fn, Fil | 
yerf. 10. Theſeech thee for Otzeſicus, Phil. 4 2,/3 
dias and Syntiche : It was upon forne breach jn theCkurch,1 I 24 Is 
10. Now T beſeech you Brerbren that there be no Diviſion. This inter- 
polition of the Apoftte with the'Cariarbir, was upon. the deſireof 
the Howſt'of Cloever. rr. There may alſbbe more © ct ade Wh SS 
Reaſonings, Rebukgr;” yea openly, and beforcockeis. - Reg. G-l. 2+ 11,14- 
were equalia Atnhority, yer Paxd, did riot only Reaſon # (77 : 
with Petey, bat Rebukeand us him publickly,and before o- 

thers, 


ny 
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"9. 15. 35. hers. And in his dealing with Barnabas, Paxls ſpiritdid riſchiph- 
er, and yetno Poweror Juriſgiction exerciſed , or might be-by 
one Apoſtle over another. wil t3ntl & 0 
. If Synods be applycd unto,only far Counſel and advice in diffe- 
rences and difficult caſes, it is a provifion not to be deſpiſed. Scrip- 
ture-light in an inſtruction or reproof is cogent, by: what hand (o- 
ever adminiſired, but more eſpecially when/in the way of at\ Qr- 
dinance or Appointment of Chriſt, As are. Paſtors, and Synods 
though intruſied with a Declarative Authority only. - 
Lee it be conſider'd how the greateft reformation made in the 
Hearts and Lives of men and women, is ordinarily by the applica- 
tion of the Word of God in the Ordinance of Preaching; which is 
the Inſtruction, Reproofs, &c. of a Miniſter, who hath not 
3 PB Hrs, nor ty Diſipli, Untilihey be judged belivererke 
© Cor. 8. ng, not iſcipli tilt J ieverst 
aka 2 are without, Cl — or ſuch a DoQtrinal Application by a 
ingle Miniſter, be ſufficient tomake ſuchReformation upon ſingle 
and thoſe that as yet own not Chriſt,or have Conſcience 
of an Ordinance , why ſhould we. phenpely the like fruit where 
iniſters are Synodically gathered tor. the Reformation of 
whole Churches, ( to underſtand and / reve- 
rence ſo ſolemn an Ordinance of Chriſt, ) though there be no co- 
ercive Power jntruſted with it , to enforce Submiſſion, 


Receptum oft in 2+ There may be"Appeals, though not in the ſame Series, but to a 
Gallis ab Ec- Tribunal der nyc not _ Spiritual: as when we appeal 
cleſeaſticis poſſe to the Civil Magiſtrate,or ſuch as are appointed by himover Ecele- 
BOT _ Gaſtical matters, For 1. if the King'in bis Laws, and the Church in 
premas Parlia- their Synodical Canons, command aud forbid one and the ſame things,as 
mentorum P, is aſſerted. And 2. if the perſons commanded ſtand as much -in a. 
Gr. Tholol. !. Civil Relation to their Prince, being Subjects, as they doina (pi- 
S. os. _ Relation to the aa. as nper , Dade the. Chri» 
_— ſtian Magiſtrate havinga Supremacy in,Ecclefialtical matters as in 
Right 242. 6, Civil, and (elpecially) being aſſiſted by the. Councel and Advice of 
$. 5. pag. 396. Synods , is a ſuthcient and cffeftual means-to reform the miſcar-: 
riages of particular Churches, it appealed unto. _ - 
e txuth is, t Churches were threatned, or ſiruck with 
the h cenſures (being meerly Spiritual)and frem a National 
Synod the higheſt Throne : ' Were it not from foreſight, that if 
ſuch Diſcipline be deſpiſed, the Magiſtrates Swgsd, by ſome Cor 
* pora : 
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poral puniſhment wHll fecond it, there would be little fear or 
dread of thoſe Synodical cenſures. And if fo,” as it is apparent to 
the moſt in a National or Provincial Church as ordinarily confti- 
ftituted, it isno otherwiſe. Common Reaſon will dirc& us ra- 
ther to go-immediatly by Appeals to the Civil Magiſtrate, or his 
—_— , than in ſuch a compaſs, 'as to drive the cauſe from a 
iſtoty to'a Clafſis, from thence to a Provincial Synod, and 
after that to a National Aſſembly 3 and when all this is done, 
there is little to any purpoſe done, if not ſeconded by a ſecular arm. 
Hence our learned Brethren formerly admitted noother 
of this nature,but to the Civil Magiſtratc,as we have fully ſhewed 
in the former Digreſſion : To which we add what: is by that Au- 


thor further ſaid. © If the Brethren or Officers in a Church be per- Cap. 2; 


«verſe; and will not hearken to Reaſon, they (that are wrong- 
* ed )are tocrave the aſſiſtance of the Civil Magiſtrate, whoalone 
« hath Power, and who ought by the CivilSword and Authority, 
* procure to all Members of 'the Church, Governors or others, 
«* freedom from all manifeſt injuries and wrongs. The -manner 
how the Civil Magiſtrate is to proceed in Church-cauſes, is there 
alſo'deſcribed to us in the words following 3 © Though the Civil 
« Magiſtrate cannot abſfolve the Excormmunicate perſon, &c. or 
« take away this power from the Church, yer when they or any 
« of them ſhall apparently abuſe the ſame , he is bound by the 


'«& Law of God, and by virtue of his Office grounded upon the 


« ſame, to puniſh them ſeverely for it,and to torce them by Civil 
« Mulcts to reQtity, oe. 


bus 1 have done with that firſt Conſideration, upon the ac- 
count whereof the Uſefulneſs and Neceſſity of the Civil Ma» 
giltrates Eccleſiaſtical power is affirmed : Which is, in-reſpeR to 
the well-being of Chwrches. There is another - conſideration re- 


. maining now likewiſe to be proſecuted, ſhewing the like neceſſity 


of this Power, in reſpe& and relation to the well-being of the 
Commonwealth, The Knowledge and true Worſhip of God, and the 
means hereof the word of God, is a national gitt. He bath grven bis 
Law to Jacob — be hath not dealt ſo with other Nations, It was true 
then,for T/zeel had this priviledge as @ peculiarz but now it is other- 
wife. And where the Lord is ſo'bountitul toa Nation, thus to give 
the means of Life and Salvation,it is a Depoſitxm *Governors muſt 
account for. The whole _— becomes peaccable , proſperous 
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is urged 
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Daves. dt ju- purpoſe, Regioparetar judiciari 


as cont. (4.16, gue rem 


þ- 3h " % Kings 


way 

=_— 
——_— ion of this 

Argument, together wich other particulars,xequiſite to the refol- 

| ving this Ceſe, Lhall leave to a (econd Part of this Diſcourſe, in 

, | which, after the ard vindicating the former part 'of the 

WC | Oath as lawfully. to be taken: The two great doubts aribng from 

i : the latter paxt of itſhall more largely he inſiſted upon. The words 

are theſe: I ſhall tomy Power Aſſt and Defend all Juriſdiflions — 

belonging to the Kings Highneſs — or waited 30 the Crown, 6c 
1 ' The-Dowbts hereupon axe, 

1, The Jwifdiction,Priviledges,&tc. granted avd united to the 
Imperial Crown, are unknown unto us, and ſome'f them Gon- 
Fn.4.% Froyerted: How can we ſwear in judgment 7 Anfw. Though there 

be nat a diftint krowkdge in reſpect of cach partiaulas, 'yer-an 

;4 Oath may be takenin dnd how. | : 

A 2, There axe fome Furiſdadians, Priviledger, &c- in Spiritual 
watters granted. and uniced tothe Crown, the lawtulnels wherc- 
of axe ſcrupled'3 and-we may pothbly believe they do nat 
to the Civil Magiſtrate, How can we ſwear to atfit and 
him in ſuch, and Sxvcar in Kighteauſarſs * Anſiv. na Federacy, 
or Allegiance, to aſfiſt and detend another, again a common 
Evemy, if the things be juſt 2od lawful in Hir opinion, though. 
doubted of, or thought otherwiſe in ows : It is 80 unrighteouſ- \, 

— nels in us to give afkiltance according to-our Oath, Theſe Reſo- 
lations and Aﬀertions doubt not, will be-made evident, io what - 
is to follow, and be the other part of this Dilcourfe. POST 


no is. an abs %.. 3 i Th 7 


> >. 


(69) | 
COCESTOGDEN 


Majejties 
ls wh the 
fo i pap ne ; 
aſe te ern and diltinfd- 


— now DES bumbly SISES aprox. of 


ST G 


be} Taba & neifey, fr cunt romgey a ices. in order 
om oigy o gapee Lore. to give fame account of 
wer Way, and to repreſent more diftinly ar particularly our Princi- 
plex 5 that it aever hath been faid to the contrary, 
- that there am ny te ur what is confilient with, and wit 

to the Civil Government 3 or that ſhould render in any 


fort ungapable of recetving the fruit and benefit of tbe King's Majeſties 
F avor and Indulgence pronuſed to Tender Canſciences- : 
2. We find Ecclefraſtical Power where claimed Jure Divino, and 5,14, wal- 
immediately from tbe Lord, by their Churches or Officers, hath always fingham's Let- 
en <4 iq i,  drgtin from the King's | "ng ters to Gritoy,, 


L The Fin a appears intbis Deny ). 


oof Reign, the 
ATT by an Canfuſſon a Faw ) 7 Prnnd du 
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and avouch 4s the appointment of Chriſt, is. the lowelt for kind, and ' 
of naxxoweli extention, exerciſed about the concernment only the « FF: 
particular Congregationz and therefore we may well x reg 

_ ——_ learned Biſhop, * It's very bard 10 give a ſatisfatlory differetice 

&y pag. 24, © twixt ſuch an Eecleſiaftical Power , and the Oeconomical { bo 

; * claiming by Divine Right ) the one ſhould be more injuriou'ts 
© Regal-Power than the other. We can further ſay, the Power' we 
claim is. nd other bat ſuth alſo, as bath been always owned by our Jaws 
and Writers of Note,t0 be immediately from God, and peculiar to bis 
Holy Service, and the Sacred Funttion.of the Miniſtery, with thoſe other. . 
Parochial Duties ; as to Preach the Word, Adminiſter Sacraments, 
an the like : The word Sacraments, and the uſe of . the Keys, 
(ſaith B, Bilſon ) are CONE in the Church," ( tie not: 

= {<ety other State- matters ) and by God commanded- tothe! 
22% and are ſubje to'no mortal Creature, Pope or Prince. 

Againſt Her- We teach not Princes, ( ſaith Biſhop Jewel) to offer up Incenſe. 

ding, nes or Sacrifice as Vzziab did, or to preach or adminiſter 

hg > #414 ®f0 bind or 1 to looſe. Each of theſe Duties a fond aud ſo ſperi 

fheChrck tual, as oxr Princes openly and in their Laws diſown them, ar not. 

lib. 5. c- 53- depending pon their Adminiſtration, or Authority. In-the 37th! 
Article of the Engliſh Confeſſion, it is thus :; We give nog to our 
Princes the Miniſtring cither of God's Word, or the Sacrament : 
And in the Admonition, &c. Kings and of this Realm, 
Poſſefſors of the Crown, challenge not Authority and Power of 
Miniftery of Divine Offices in the Church. 
- Il; The Power or Juriſdittion exerciſed ww theſe peter a 
ſemblies, or their Officers hathits tation in a _ 
as in which all Chriftian Magiſtrates in the wor et y mrs in- 
tereſſed 3 and that what is done in this kind by any ay ds Aſſembly,” 
be by a Power derived from them, and (ubordinate to them.» $90 our 
Lew, 27 H.8. c. 17. The Archbiſhops Biſhops, Archdeacons,and 
other Ecclefiaſtical Perſons,have no-manner of Eccleſiaſtical Juri(- 
diction,but by, from, and under the King's Royal Majeſty. And 
in the Statute of 1 Edw, 6. c, 2; All Courts Ecclefialtical within 
the Realms of Englatd and Ireland, ought to be kept bynoother. 
c Authority cither , or IN THE REAIM, - by the 
5am 5 v4 of His moſt Excellent Majeſty. It is evident therefore, 
| that thoſe Superior Powers (of what Form or Denomination ſoever they 
be.) that are over theſe Congregations, bave their motions in Cielar's 
avalk : But the holy and ſpiritual Duties peculiar 40 particular Con- 


gregs- 
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: ons, are expreſly remitted to them and gt ates, a the 
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Aſſemblies to RINGS 
"Publick Edits to thecaten Excommunication, or other 
.Cenſures againſt Churches, Magiſtrates, or their People, upon 
Auch account. ' 4nd therefie we may be freed from the jcinſs o 
' being Troubless or Retarders yr He. work of 
"pr pwblick Settlement. Or were we ( or could we be ) ſo, inthe Re» 
| ORry gary Tn nr ih oe ny 
were nat cleay in 5-07 in'net 
——_— into a Yoke we conceived was net Chiiſts, 
: would not be calic in the fervice of Chriſt. 
1 4+ We have been blamed more than once TEN INDE. 
"PENDENT, ngpe dep he arr} choice”) as an inſolent - 
uming. Mixor etiam viris ( ſaith Spanhemius”) Epiſt.ad 34, 
Fruly-l marvel that holy men ( ledge them though diſſenting P36 97: 
i" ow ts) ſhould not themſelves be diffatisficd with-the very title, 
an Independent Church, which ſcerns to me- not to ſtand with the 
of Chriſtians. reggie men through the blindueſs 
uber fince the Fall, is and obviews, as - no Perſon or 
Society can aſſume 10 it ſelf an PENDENCI in this. reſpef, 
without intollerable Pride, Independency in reſpet of Power only is 
enatber thing ; Power fimply and in it ſelf it no Virtue, rbough Ju- 
Tf ſice, Prudence and Fortitude by:which it is managed, are; Not. to 
N be in Power, is no Sin nor Moral Defett, more than not to be Rich, or 
.#n Honour, Tt is not-ſo much the Praiſe, as. the Charge of bim that 
 recetveth it, the honowr and glory of him that can give it x of bim only 
' it bath its proportion,and doth not become greater or leſs from any worth 
ar i mdf fd in teſe that ee 1, a Meal Vir _ 


ſe and grve Councel onelyi; 10204} not od 
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